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Management
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Transparencies 
(in the 
transparency 
folder)

Lessons 
(correspond to 
each lesson from 
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Practice Book)

Teacher 
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(includes bonus 
activities to differentiate 
instruction, reproducible 
templates, word cards, 
assessment charts, 
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(in Management 
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Professional 
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DVD

Teacher Resources: Reproducibles
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Teacher Resources

Wordo

Directions: Choose words from the list provided by your teacher and write one word per box.  

Choose one box to be “free,” and mark it with an X.  Your teacher will give a clue for each word.  Mark 

an X in the box with the word that fi ts the clue.  If you get fi ve words in a row, column, or diagonal, call 

out “Wordo!”  Challenge: Write one root in each box.  Your teacher will call out a word.  Mark an X 

in the box that contains the root you heard.  (Note: Words may contain more than one root.)  Then say 

the meanings of the words.

Teacher Resources: Reproducibles
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Teacher Resources

Word Cards: Unit I

in-
(negative)

in-
(directional)

apo- a-, ab-, abs-

anti- ante-

meta-, met- tra-, trans-

Transparency #1
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Interesting Facts about 

English  

 • Over 60 percent of all words in the 

English dictionary are based on 

Greek or Latin roots.

 • A few prefixes are used in a large 

number of words.  Prefixes have 

consistent spelling and clear 

meanings.

 • 90 percent of English words with 

more than two syllables come from 

Latin and Greek.

Transparency #2
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Roots: How Do They Work?   • Prefixes, bases, and suffixes are roots.  Every root has a meaning.  When joined together, roots create words.
 • The base describes the main idea.  The prefix and/or suffix give an important detail about that main idea.

 • Prefixes come at the beginning of words.
 • Bases come in the middle of words. • Suffixes come at the end of words.
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Unit I       Mastering Prefi xes and Suffi xes

Lesson 3   Greek Prefi x anti- = “against, opposite” 

and Latin Prefi x ante- = “before”

Activate Background Knowledge (cont.)

minutes to fi gure out how each word in 

the fi rst grouping means “against, opposite,” 

and how each word in the second grouping 

means “before” (antiwar, anticlimax, antonym, 

antagonist; antecedent, ante meridiem, antique, 

antiquated).  Point out the spelling of the 

prefi xes.  If the base of the word begins with 

a vowel, Greek anti- is written as ant-; Latin 

ante- is also written as ant-.  In such cases, 

students need to fi gure out if the word 

beginning with ant- is an “against, opposite” 

word or a “before” word in order to identify 

the prefi x.  Words like antique and antiquated 

with their meanings of “old, ancient” are 

therefore ante- (“before” in time) words; 

words like antagonist and antonym, by 

contrast, carry a meaning of “against.”

 3. Next, ask volunteers to give a defi nition 

of each word and explain how it means 

“against, opposite” or “before” (antiwar = 

“opposed” to war; anticlimax = a “letdown” 

or something that is the “opposite” of 

the “climax” or high point; antonym = a 

word that has the “opposite” meaning of 

another word; antagonist = a character in 

literature who “competes” [agon] “against” 

the main character; antecedent = a noun 

that goes “before” a pronoun or something 

that occurs “before” something else; 

ante meridiem = a period of time in the day 

that comes “before” noon; antique = an 

object that is old and has come “before” 

the present day; antiquated = very old or 

outdated, coming “before” modern times).

 4. To reinforce the spelling tip, after students 

have shared, point out that the ante- prefi x 

in antique and antiquated is spelled with an 

“i” instead of an “e,” but they should not 

confuse it with anti-.  Remind students that 

this is why they should use context clues, 

as well as root meanings to fi gure out 

unfamiliar words they encounter, particularly 

when reading.

Teach New Concepts

 5. Show students Transparency #14, and 

ask them to talk with their partners and 

fi gure out how each 

of these anti- and 

ante- words means 

“against, opposite” 

or “before.”   Tell 

students that some 

of these words are 

diffi cult, but they 

are important 

words that they 

will meet in 

both daily and school 

situations.  Remind students that the context 

will help them fi gure out the meaning of any 

words they do not already know.

 6. Now, ask students to volunteer defi nitions 

for each of the anti- and ante- words 

(antidote, antipathy, antediluvian, anterior, 

antedated, antipodal, antiquity, antithesis, 

antifreeze).  Note: See “Defi nitions for 

Teachers” in the Vocabulary Defi nitions for 

Teachers folder on the Teacher Resource 

CD for detailed information about words 

on this transparency.  Make sure students 

explain the concept of “against, opposite” 

or “before” in each of these words.  You 

Transparency #14
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Prefixes anti- and ante-
The prefix anti- means “against, 
opposite” and ante- means “before.”  
How does each of these words mean 
“against, opposite” or “before”?
 • The emergency room doctor gave her an 

antidote for the snake bite.

 • She felt only antipathy towards the friend 
who had betrayed her.

 • Geologists say the Great Flood ended the 
antediluvian period.

 • The Boston Tea Party was an anterior event 
that antedated the Revolutionary War.

 • The North and South Poles are at antipodal
points on the globe.

 • In antiquity, many religions were 
polytheistic.  This is the antithesis of most 
religions today.

 • In winter, we check the antifreeze in our car.
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Teacher Notes

Unit I       Mastering Prefi xes and Suffi xesLesson 3   Greek Prefi x anti- = “against, opposite” and Latin Prefi x ante- = “before”Objectives

Objectives #1, #2, #4, #5, #6, #7, #9,and #10

Note: Teach this four-page lesson plan before students work in their Guided Practice Books.  Part A should be completed on the same day the lesson is taught.

 • The focus of this week’s lesson is on two sets of prefi xes that students sometimes confuse: Greek anti-, which means “against, opposite,” and Latin ante-, which means “before.”  Although these prefi xes resemble one another, they carry distinct and different meanings.
 • Students may recognize many Greek-based words beginning with anti-, such as antonym, antagonist, antisocial, antiwar, and antifreeze.  Students may also recognize some words beginning with the Latin prefi x ante-: antecedent and antedate have meanings clearly associated with the idea of “before.”

 • Students may already know several words that begin with these prefi xes that convey the notion of “before.”  Words beginning in ante- indicate “before” in two senses: “before” in time (as in antebellum America: the time period before the Civil War) and “before” in space (as in the antecedent of a pronoun). • Words beginning with Greek anti- express the notion of “opposite, against.”  This prefi x is so fl exible that we append it to a large number of words.  In most cases, the part of the word after the prefi x anti- stands as an intact word on its own.  In literature, an anticlimax is a “letdown” or less intense event than the high point (“climax”) that precedes it.  Events that take place after a climax are called anticlimactic.  The word climax is from the Greek base meaning “ladder.”
 • The Latin prefi x ante- has the same meaning as the Latin prefi x pre-.  Thus, the words 

antecede and precede are synonyms, meaning “to go before.”  The prefi x pre- appears frequently in many daily vocabulary words (for example, prevent, prewash, and preserve), while the prefi x ante- appears only in academic vocabulary.  It is often used in scientifi c contexts or in words designating periods of time.

 • Many ante- words have antonyms that begin with the prefi x post-, which means “after.” Here are some examples: the abbreviation A.M. stands for ante meridiem and means “before noon.”  The original Latin means “before midday.”  The abbreviation P.M. stands for post meridiem or “after noon” (“after midday”).  In medicine, doctors and coroners identify bodily conditions as appearing ante mortem (“before death”) and others as appearing post mortem (“after death”).
 • Geologists use the word antediluvian to refer to geological time “before” the so-called Great Flood (the “deluge”).  The time period after the fl ood, in which we now live, is the postdiluvian era.  Historians study major episodes by referring to the anterior events that lead up to them (anterior events come “before”), and the subsequent or posterior events that occur afterward.  The anterior events, for example, leading up to World War II, such as Hitler’s invasion of Poland,are distinct from the posterior events that took place after the war.  Anterior events antedate the war, while posterior events postdate the war.
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Assessment

Name  ______________________________________  Date  ____________________

 1. An injudicious decision is

 a. rendered by the courts.

 b. foolish.

 c. prudent.

 d. fair.

 2. Which of the following is a synonym for 

incursion?

 a. invasion

 b. race

 c. disaster

 d. accident

 3. Which of the following words is a synonym 

for climax or zenith? 

 a. apostolic

 b. abruptness

 c. abstraction

 d. apogee

 4. A person who says “I abstain” at a meeting

 a. apologizes for arriving late.

 b. refuses to cast a vote.

 c. storms out in anger.

 d. expresses disagreement with the rest 

of the group.

 5. Which of the following means “the direct 

opposite of something”?

 a. antecedent

 b. antithesis

 c. synonym

 d. antagonist

 6. The abbreviation “A” in “A.M.” stands for

 a. anti, meaning “against.”

 b. absent.

 c. ante, meaning “before.”

 d. Arctic.

 7. We associate the phrase metabolic rate with

 a. the speed with which a fl ying object 

falls to the earth.

 b. the body’s conversion of food and 

nutrients into energy.

 c. the recovery rate from serious illness.

 d. transfusions.

 8. Which of the following means “to 

switch the order of letters in a word”? 

 a. transmit

 b. transpose

 c. traduce

 d. transcribe

Diagnostic Post-test Directions: Circle the correct answer.
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Assessment

Name  ______________________________________  Date  ____________________

 1. Which of the following best defi nes the word immobile?
 a. incapable of being conquered, defeated, or subdued
 b. incapable of moving or being moved c. impossible or hard to decipher due to poor handwriting or faded print d. incapable of being dissolved

 2. Which of these words best describes a “dedication written in a book or on a monument”?
 a. inscription 
 b. impediment
 c. invocation
 d. inundation

 3. Which of the following means “to renounce or relinquish a throne, right, power, claim, or responsibility”?
 a. aberration
 b. abdicate
 c. abstention
 d. absolve

 4. Which of the following persons would claim to be sent by God on a mission? 
 a. apothecary
 b. apostate
 c. apostle
 d. apologist

 5. If I feel antipathy toward you, I
 a. show you great respect.
 b. am indifferent about you.
 c. feel attracted to you. 
 d. dislike you.

 6. Which of the following best defi nes the word antediluvian?
 a. fascinated with the past
 b. concerned about the environment c. extremely ancient 
 d. grammatically precise

 7. Which of the following means “a complete change, in appearance, form, substance, or structure”?
 a. metaphor
 b. metastasize
 c. metaphysical
 d. metamorphosis 

 8. Which of the following means “clear or transparent”?
 a. transposition
 b. transition
 c. transmutation
 d. translucent 

Diagnostic Pre-test   Directions: Circle the correct answer.
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Management

Standards and Correlations (cont.)

Objectives

Lessons

Objective #1

Students use Latin roots and affi xes to infer meaning.

1–10, 16–24

Objective #2

Students use Greek roots and affi xes to infer meaning. 

2–4, 11–15, 

22–24

Objective #3

Students understand subject-area terminology.

21–24

Objective #4

Students use cognates to understand vocabulary.

1–24

Objective #5

Students understand word relationships (such as synonyms and antonyms).

1–3, 7–9, 11, 

14–18, 20–24

Objective #6

Students use context to understand fi gurative, idiomatic, and technical 

meanings of terms.

1–24

Objective #7

Students use reading skills and strategies to understand a variety of 

informational texts.

1–24

Objective #8

Students use a variety of verbal and nonverbal techniques for presentations.

4, 6, 17, 20, 21

Objective #9

Students respond to questions and feedback about presentations.

2–4, 6–8,

13–18, 20–24

Objective #10

Students use strategies to adapt writing for different purposes.

3, 4, 6, 8, 

11–13, 16–18, 

20–24
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Management

Tips for Implementation
1. Keep the instructional goals in mind.Building Vocabulary has two broad goals: 1) to increase students’ knowledge of words, particularly those words they need to be successful in school; and, 2) to deepen their knowledge about words so that students have strategies to fi gure out the meaning of many new words on their own. 

2. Make sure to read the “Teacher Notes” section for each new lesson.
This section provides the background information you need to teach the lesson.  In levels one and two, a list of words for each word family is provided.  In levels three and up, information is given to help teach Greek and Latin roots.  This section also provides a wealth of interesting information and ideas for you to use with students.  Each week there are also suggestions for differentiating instruction to meet the needs of all learners.  It is important for students to feel successful, so use the suggestions and feel free to adapt them to meet your students’ needs.3. Develop regular routines with activities that scaffold increasingly independent learning. 

Although the program gives day-to-day activities in a quick and regular routine, you should feel free to modify or adapt the program to meet your own particular instructional needs.  The key is to make your instruction a regular routine that gets students to think deeply about the word families or roots.  Plan to spend 10–15 minutes each day on vocabulary.

4. Try to fi nd time for students to explore words with others. 
Many of the activities in Building Vocabulary can be completed with partners or in small groups.  Some specifi cally invite students to work together.  When students complete an assignment with others, they have a chance to try out new words and talk about how they “work.”  Remember that games like “Wordo” and “Word Spokes” are not just fun––they are good instruction! 

5. Keep the learning outcomes in mind.  By the end of the program, your students should have: 1) learned the meaning of some of the most common word roots in the English language; 2) understood how to apply those meanings to “divide and conquer” unfamiliar words; and 3) deepened their “word awareness.”  Above all, we hope your students will have become independent word sleuths and lifelong word lovers! 6. Keep the focus on thinking about the roots or word families, not on memorizing particular words.
Students need to become convinced that they have knowledge and processes to fi gure out the meanings of words.  Roots can help here because prefi xes and bases represent familiar concepts (e.g., un- = “not”; pre- = “before”; graph = “write”).  Word families help students see spelling patterns for many words.  As students fi gure out the meaning of new words, ask them “What do you think?  Why?” rather than “What’s the right answer?”  Remember that the most effective way to teach vocabulary is not through mindless repetition or memorization. 
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Unit I Lesson 3 Greek Prefi x anti- = “against, opposite” and 

Latin Prefi x ante- = “before”

Directions: “Divide” the words below, then “conquer” them by writing the meanings of the prefi xes 

and bases in the blanks.  Write the meaning of each whole word in the last blank.  Use the Base and Suffi x 

Bank and defi nitions below to help you fi ll in the chart.

Part A:

Meet the Root Divide and Conquer

 Word Prefi x means               Base means Word means

 1. antecedent  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 2. antidote  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 3. antagonist  __________________  ___________________  __________________  

 4. antediluvian  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 5. antithesis  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 6. antipathy  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 7. antiquity  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 8. antiseptic  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 9. antiphonal  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 10. antebellum  __________________  ___________________  __________________

  
 

 

  
 

 

Defi nitions

 • a remedy

 • extremely ancient; before the Great Flood

 • opposition; stark contrast; the opposite

 • prior in time or order; preceding

 • occurring before a war

 • an adversary or foe

 • a strong dislike; distaste

 • sung in alternating responses

 • scrupulously clean; also, fi ghting infection

 • the distant past

Base and Suffi x Bank 

agon = struggle, contest

bellum = war

ced = go, move, yield

diluv = fl ood

dot = give
path = feeling, suffering

phon = voice

-quity = the state of

sept = decay, infection

thes = put, place

Tips for 
Implementation

Copyright All Rights Reserved.
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Management

The fi rst word in each “Divide and Conquer” 
activity is often the most challenging, so students 
will benefi t from explicit instruction.  Then 
students will be better able to independently 
“divide and conquer” the remaining words on the list.

In Part B (“Combine and 
Create”), students compose 
English words from the word 
roots.  Usually, in this part of 
the lesson, students analyze 
something and record an 
English word as the answer.  

In Part C (“Read and 
Reason”), students read a 
variety of passages that use 
word roots in context and 
then answer questions in 
pairs or small groups about 
the root-based vocabulary.

In Part D (“Extend and 
Explore”), students work 
individually and in partners/
small groups to create 
applications for the new 
vocabulary.

In Part E (“Go for the 
Gold!”), students enjoy 
a variety of vocabulary 
activities and games for 
additional word-root practice 
and review.
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Unit I Lesson 1Unit I Lesson 1Latin Prefi xes negative in- (and its assimilated forms) = “not” 

and directional in- (and its assimilated forms) = “in, on, into”

Part B:

Combine and Create

Directions: Study the 10 words listed in the “Divide and Conquer” activity on page 4, and complete 
each of the following sentences with the in- word that best fi ts the context.  

Context Clues

 1. When buying packaged goods and items in jars from the grocery store, I always check 

to make sure that the manufacturer’s seal is  _________________________________ .

 2. The tyrant tortured his subjects with  _________________________________cruelty.

 3. No one took offense at the speaker’s  _______________________________ remarks.

 4. Marital  ______________________________ is grounds for divorce in many countries.

 5. The screening board rejected his application as ______________________ since he 

had failed to affi x his signature. 

 6. The laws of nature are unrelenting and  _____________________________________ . 

 7. The commencement exercises began with an ______________________ delivered by 

a nondenominational minister.

 8. Adolph Hitler’s  _____________________ of Poland in 1939 shocked the entire world.

 9. A huge ____________________ of laborers poured into our town when the new 

automobile plant started hiring workers. 

 10. My older brother did an ______________________ thing when he bought that used 

car on the Internet. 

#50593—Building Vocabulary from Word Roots 
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Unit I Lesson 1 Latin Prefi xes negative in- (and its assimilated forms) = “not” 

and directional in- (and its assimilated forms) = “in, on, into”

Directions: Read the following passage, paying special attention to all the words beginning with the 

prefi x in- and its assimilated forms.  Then, answer the questions that follow.

Part C:

Read and Reason Reading for Meaning

 1. In your own words, list at least three reasons why the author and his friend did not enjoy the movie 

that they went to see.

   ________________________________________________________________________________

   ________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Did the author and Madison like the meal they received at the restaurant?  What words help you 

answer this question?

   ________________________________________________________________________________

   ________________________________________________________________________________

© Teacher Created Materials #50593—Building Vocabulary from Word Roots 7

Unit I Lesson 1Unit I Lesson 1Latin Prefi xes negative in- (and its assimilated forms) = “not” 

and directional in- (and its assimilated forms) = “in, on, into”

Part D:

Extend and Explore

Directions: For each word on the chart below, mark the column that identifi es the meaning of the 
in- word as either “negative” or “directional.”  Then, explain your reason.  The fi rst one is completed for 
you.

Word Chart

 Word Negative in- Directional in- Reason

 irregular  __________________ ___________________  __________________

 1. import  __________________ ___________________  __________________

 2. indent  __________________ ___________________  __________________

 3. incredible  __________________ ___________________  __________________

 4. intractable  __________________ ___________________  __________________

 5. implacable  __________________ ___________________  __________________

 6. infi delity  __________________ ___________________  __________________

 7. immutable  __________________ ___________________  __________________

 8. incredulous  __________________ ___________________  __________________

 9. inequity  __________________ ___________________  __________________

 10. impending  __________________ ___________________  __________________

 X   “not” regular X   “not” regular

Example

#50593—Building Vocabulary from Word Roots 
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Unit I Lesson 1 Latin Prefi xes negative in- (and its assimilated forms) = “not” and directional in- (and its assimilated forms) = “in, on, into”

Part E:

Go for the Gold! Making Connections
Directions: Match each word in the fi rst column with the appropriate context in the second column.  
Write the correct letter on the lines provided.  Then, respond to the prompt below.

 Word     Context

 1. ___ insoluble  A. I am so angry!

 2. ___ incumbent  B. That was a very unwise thing to do. 
 3. ___ infallible  C. I am never wrong.
 4. ___ implacable  D. I’m starting a new paragraph.
 5. ___ innocuous  E. This problem simply cannot be solved.
 6. ___ indentation F. This barrier is in my way.
 7. ___ impediment G. My comments harmed no one.
 8. ___ injudicious H. The senator has decided to run for reelection. 

Briefl y describe a situation to which these words might apply.
 9. illuminate:  ______________________________________________________________   ______________________________________________________________________   ______________________________________________________________________ 10. irreversible:  ____________________________________________________________   ______________________________________________________________________   ______________________________________________________________________

How to Use This Program

The following provides a more detailed overview 
of the various components of this program, 
including the differentiated, fi ve-part lessons, the 
Assessment section, the Teacher Resources section, 
and the Teacher Resource CD.  Each component 
offers support for the entire program, making 
students’ word learning meaningful and fun. 

Lesson Overview 

Each lesson in the Guided 
Practice Book begins with 
Part A (“Meet the Root”).  
This activity is called “Divide 
and Conquer,” and it provides 
the foundation for all activities 
that follow.  It asks students 
to divide words into their 

word parts, which requires them to identify the 
Greek and Latin roots from each lesson.  Students 
“conquer” words by writing the meaning of 
each word part and fi nally, the meaning of the 
entire word.  Since this is intended as an explicit 
instruction day, help students by using the 
following suggestions:

Remind students that when we translate bases 
and prefi xes, we normally put the base fi rst (as 
the core of the word) and then add the meaning 
of the prefi x.  For example, the word convene 
does not mean “together come,” although the 
roots appear in that order; translate the base 
fi rst in order to produce “come together.” 

After students divide and translate the word 
parts in the fi rst two blanks, ask the question, “If 
the base A means X and the prefi x B means Y, 
then the whole word means XY.”  For example, 
with the word cooperate, assist students by 
saying, “If the base oper means “work” and the 
prefi x co- means “with, together,” then the whole 
word means “work together” (formally defi ned 
as “work together in harmonious fashion”).

#50593—Building Vocabulary from Word Roots 
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Unit I Lesson 1Unit I Lesson 1

Defi nitions

 • acting on the spur of the moment
 • an infl ow
 • a prayer; a calling on a deity
 • whole and untouched; not broken or damaged • permanent; never changing
 • not endowed with feeling; brutal
 • a raid or invasion
 • harmless
 • not lawful; not following the rules
 • unfaithfulness; disloyalty

Base Bank

curs = run, go
fi del = trust, faith
fl ux = fl ow
leg = law
mut = change
noc = harm
puls = push, drive
sens = think, feel
tact = touch
voc = voice, call

Latin Prefi xes negative in- (and its assimilated forms) = “not” and directional in- (and its assimilated forms) = “in, on, into”

Directions: “Divide” the words below, then “conquer” them by writing the meanings of the prefi xes 
and bases in the blanks.  Write the meaning of each whole word in the last blank.  Use the Base Bank and 
defi nitions below to help you fi ll in the chart.  Note: Some prefi xes may assimilate.

Part A:

Meet the Root Divide and Conquer

 Word Prefi x means Base means Word means
 1. incursion  __________________ ___________________  __________________ 2. insensate  __________________ ___________________  __________________ 3. impulsive  __________________ ___________________  __________________ 4. infl ux  __________________ ___________________  __________________ 5. illegitimate  __________________ ___________________  __________________ 6. immutable  __________________ ___________________  __________________ 7. intact  __________________ ___________________  __________________ 8. infi delity  __________________ ___________________  __________________ 9. invocation  __________________ ___________________  __________________ 10. innocuous  __________________ ___________________  __________________
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Objectives

Objectives #1, #4, #5, #6, #7, and #9

Unit II       New and Familiar Latin Bases

Lesson 7   Latin Bases spect, spic = “watch, look at”

Note:  Teach this three-page lesson plan before 
students work in their Guided Practice Books.  Part 
A should be completed on the same day the lesson 
is taught.

Teacher Notes

 • This week’s roots are the Latin bases spect, 
spic, which mean “watch, look at.”  These 
bases were fi rst presented in Level 4 (Unit II, 
Lesson 9) in the Building Vocabulary series.  
We begin the lesson with familiar spect, spic 
words, and then introduce grade-appropriate 
vocabulary.

 • We present the bases again here in Level 11, 
with emphasis on conceptual and academic 
vocabulary words that students encounter in 
high school.  In many of these words, the idea 
of “watching, looking” is not literal (as it is in 
the words spectacle and spectator).  Instead, 
a fi gurative sense of “looking, watching” 
informs such words as circumspect, conspicuous, 
perspective, and prospectus.

 • Students may already know many everyday 
words built on these bases and associate 
them with the core meaning of “watch, 
look at.”  Most students will be familiar 
with spectator sports played in a stadium or 
on a fi eld before crowds of “watchers” or 
“onlookers.”  Students may think of someone 
peering through a magnifying lens when 
they hear the word inspector.  An inspector 
“looks” “into” things and examines them.  A 
specimen is a sample taken for the purposes of 
examination and observation.  Scientists “look 
at” a specimen to analyze it.  Some students 
may know spectacles as an old-fashioned 
word referring to eyeglasses through which 
we “look.”  Students may conjure up images 
of historical fi gures wearing wire-rimmed 
spectacles.

 • Spect, spic can convey the idea of “watching” 
on both literal and fi gurative levels.  They 
have a literal meaning in words like specimen, 
inspector, and spectacles.  Many English words 
built on spect, spic refer to “watching or 
looking” in a fi gurative, not literal, sense.  
Think of the expression “I see,” which 
describes mental understanding (with no 
actual vision implied).  When we want people 
to pay close attention to what we are saying, 
we might say, “Look,” when we mean, “Listen 
carefully.”  In such situations, there is nothing 
physically present to “look at.”  We often 
speak of “seeing with the mind’s eye.”  Such 
is the fi gurative “watching, looking” in many 
spect, spic words.

 • Here are some examples of academic 
vocabulary words with a fi gurative meaning 
of “watch, look at.”  When something is 
conspicuous, it attracts attention and makes 
people “look” at it.  The prefi x of this word, 
con-, means “very” (intensifying force).  
Conspicuous consumption makes other people 
“look at” you and the showy things you 
buy.  The saying, “She was conspicuous by her 
absence,” is an oxymoron.

 • We are circumspect when we are cautious 
about what we say.  We practice circumspection, 
which means “wariness, caution.”  Think of 
our body language at such moments.  We 
might “look” “around” the room to see who 
is listening or eavesdropping.  When we 
engage in introspection, we “look” “inside” 
ourselves and soul search.  Observe that we 
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Lesson 7   Latin Bases spect, spic = “watch, look at”

Teacher Notes (cont.)

do not literally look inside ourselves in our 
introspective moments.  That would require 
surgery.  The “looking inside” ourselves is 
fi gurative, not literal.  Similarly, when we 
“look backward” and refl ect on the past, we 
are retrospective.  The past has no physical 
presence that can be visually examined.  
The “looking” is fi gurative.  The phrase, in 
retrospect, means “in hindsight.”  The vision 
metaphor behind this word is found in the 
saying, “Hindsight is always 20/20.”

 • This base attaches to 12 Latin directional 
prefi xes, affording the opportunity for a prefi x 
review.  When we respect a person, we show 
him or her honor or esteem by “looking” 
“back” at him or her with high regard.  (See 
“Did You Know?” in Lesson 7 in the Bonus 
Pages folder of the Teacher Resource CD.)  In 
art, perspective presents the artist’s range of 
vision that “looks” “through” a space into 

the distance.  Our prospects are our future 
chances that we “look” “ahead” and envision.

 • The words suspect and suspicious begin with 
sus- (assimilated sub-), which means “up 
from under.”  Suspects are “under” “watch.”  
When we suspect that someone is cheating 
or stealing, we do not look at him or her 
directly.  Instead, we look at the person 
furtively, askance, or “up from under,” as we 
try to catch this person in the act.  A teacher 
who suspects a student of cheating “watches” 
that student in a secretive manner and keeps 
the student “under” a close “watch.”  People 
who are suspected of crimes are called 
suspects.  (See “Defi nitions for Teachers” in the 
Vocabulary Defi nitions for Teachers folder on the 
Teacher Resource CD for a list of prefi xes that 
attach to spect, spic.)

Direct students to Guided Practice Book pages
39–43 to fi nd the activity pages for Unit II, 
Lesson 7, Parts A–E.

Activate Background Knowledge

 1. Write spect, spic on the board.  Tell students 
that this week’s roots are the Latin bases 
spect, spic which mean “watch” or “look at.”  
Point out that these bases appear in many 
words, some of which 
they already know.  
Invite students to 
brainstorm and share 
a list of spect, spic 
words.

 2. Show Transparency 

#25 which presents 
pairs of spect, spic 
words.  Tell students 
that they will work 

with partners to analyze each pair of words.  
Some words they may already know but 
others will be new.  Point out the directions 
on the transparency, which tell students 
to fi gure out the meaning of each word in 
the pair, and then write one sentence that 
includes both words.  To save time, you 
could assign the fi rst three pairs to half the 
class and the remaining three pairs to the 
other half.  (respect/disrespect;
spectacle/spectacular; aspect/prospect; 
inspector/suspect; conspicuous/inconspicuous; 
species/specimen).

Transparency #25

#12741  (i4025)  Building Vocabulary from Word Roots 
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Bases spect, spic
Work with partners to figure out what each of these spect, spic words has to do with “watching” or “looking at.”  Then write one sentence for each pair of words. 

respect/disrespect
spectacle/spectacular

aspect/prospect
inspector/suspect

conspicuous/inconspicuous
species/specimenChallenge: Use the prefixes to figure out the meaning of the following words.

perspective/introspectiveprospective/retrospective
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 3. Next, ask a few volunteers to share their 
sentences for each pair.  Make sure students 
explain how each word in the pair means 
“watch” or “look at.” ” Next, draw attention 
to the “challenge” words (perspective/
introspective; prospective/retrospective).  Point 
out that these are more diffi cult words, but 
that each one has a prefi x that may help 
unlock its meaning.  Ask students to work 
with their partners once again to defi ne the 
words and develop a sentence for each pair.  
After a few minutes, invite a few volunteers 
to share their sentences for each pair.

 4. Using Transparency #26, ask students to 
work in pairs and see if they can fi gure out 
what each boldfaced 
spect, spic word 
means.  Some of 
these words are 
diffi cult, so remind 
students to use 
the surrounding 
context, as well 
as the meaning of 
the root to fi gure 
out the meanings 
(to engage in despicable 
conduct; to consider another perspective; 
to wear wire-rimmed spectacles; to study 
all aspects of an issue; to be circumspect in 
your words; to have job prospects; to give 
a prospectus of your work; to interview 
a prospective client; to be frightened by a 
specter; to see a spectrum of colors; to have 
an introspective nature; to give a perspicuous 
explanation; to change your mind in 
retrospect; to make a specious argument).

 5. After students have worked together, ask 
a volunteer to explain the meaning of each 

spect, spic word.  Make sure he or she 
explains how the context helped to fi gure 
out the meanings.  Note: See “Defi nitions 
for Teachers” in the Vocabulary Defi nitions for 
Teachers folder on the Teacher Resource CD 
for more information about each word.

Differentiation Strategies

Above Level Support

Ask students to take some of the word 
pairs from this lesson and come up with 
real-life examples of people or things that are 
represented by these words.

English Language Support

Discuss the word defi nitions and share 
examples.  You may want to have students act 
out words introduced in the lesson.  Provide 
this kind of support as much as possible when 
reviewing these vocabulary words.

Below Level Support

Read materials aloud for students as needed.  
As an additional scaffold, use different colored 
markers on the transparency to identify roots, 
prefi xes, and suffi xes.

Guided Practice Pages
Parts A–E

Guide students through pages B51–B53 to 
complete the rest of this lesson.  Read the 
directions at the top of each page and complete 
the activity together.

Transparency #26
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Bases spect, spic
Use the context to figure out how each spect, spic word means “watch” or “look at.”
 • to engage in despicable conduct • to consider another perspective • to wear wire-rimmed spectacles • to study all aspects of an issue • to be circumspect in your words • to have job prospects • to give a prospectus of your work • to interview a prospective client • to be frightened by a specter • to see a spectrum of colors • to have an introspective nature • to give a perspicuous explanation • to change your mind in retrospect • to make a specious argument

Unit II       New and Familiar Latin Bases

Lesson 7   Latin Bases spect, spic = “watch, look at”

Teach New Concepts
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Part A:

Meet the Root
Students “divide and conquer” a list of 
words by identifying the word roots.  See 
Guided Practice Book page 39.

Part B:

Combine and Create
Students complete sentences with the 
correct vocabulary words.  See Guided 
Practice Book page 40.

Answers

 1. prospectus
 2. retrospect
 3. despicable
 4. circumspect
 5. perspicuous
 6. conspicuous
 7. introspective
 8. prospective
 9. specimen
 10. specter

Answers

 1. backward + watch, 
look at = hindsight

 2. watch, look at + X 
= sample taken for 
observation

 3. inside + watch, look 
at = refl ective; 
self-examining

 4. around + watch, look 
at = cautious; guarded

 5. with, together, very 
+ watch, look at = 
showy; glaring; very 
noticeable

 6. forward, ahead + 
watch, look at = 
expected; potential

 7. watch, look at + X = 
ghost; apparition

 8. through + watch, look 
at = clear; lucid; easy 
to understand

 9. down + watch, look 
at = contemptible; 
despised

 10. forward, ahead + 
watch, look at = 
preliminary statement 
or plan; preview

© Teacher Created Materials 
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 Word Prefi x/Base means Base means Word means

 1. retrospect  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 2. specimen  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 3. introspective  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 4. circumspect  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 5. conspicuous  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 6. prospective  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 7. specter  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 8. perspicuous  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 9. despicable  __________________  ___________________  __________________

 10. prospectus  __________________  ___________________  __________________

  
X 

 

  
X 

 

  
X 

 

  
X 

 

Defi nitions

 • preliminary statement or plan; preview

 • expected; potential

 • ghost; apparition

 • cautious; wary; guarded

 • contemptible; despised

 • refl ective; self-examining

 • clear; lucid; easy to understand

 • showy; glaring; very noticeable

 • hindsight

 • sample taken for observation

Prefi x Bank

circum- = around

con- = with, together, very

de- = down

intro- = inside

per- = through

pro- = forward, ahead

retro- = backward

Latin Bases spect, spic = “watch, look at”

Part A:

Meet the Root

Directions: “Divide” the words below, then “conquer” them by writing the meanings of the prefi xes and 

bases in the blanks.  Write the meaning of each whole word in the last blank.  Use the Prefi x Bank and 

defi nitions below to help you fi ll in the chart.

Divide and Conquer

#50593—Building Vocabulary from Word Roots 
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Directions: Study the 10 words listed in the “Divide and Conquer” activity on page 39, and complete 

each of the following sentences with the spect, spic word that best fi ts the context.  

Part B:

Combine and Create Context Clues

 1. The teacher wants to approve a ___________________________ of my project 
before I start working on it. 

 2. In ___________________________, I should not have stayed out so late last 
weekend.  I got an abysmal grade on my test the next Monday.  

 3. Your unruly conduct was ___________________________ at the dance!   4. Be ___________________________ about what you say in an email.  Who knows 
where your message will end up? 

 5. The physics teacher gave such a ___________________________ explanation of 
vectors that all the students aced the test. 

 6. Ostentatious people often engage in ___________________________ 
consumption because they want to impress their friends. 

 7. I’ve been in an ___________________________ mood lately and wondering about 
what I really want out of life. 

 8. The university sent brochures with application forms to all ___________________________ high school graduates in the area.  9. The lab technician’s analysis of the blood ___________________________ revealed 

a high white-cell count. 

 10. With the ___________________________ of fi nal exams looming over my head, 
I did not enjoy my holiday very much. 
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Part C:

Read and Reason
Students read a passage and answer 
questions about the vocabulary.  See 
Guided Practice Book page 41.

Answers
Answers will vary.

Part D:

Extend and Explore
Students match each word with its 
defi nition, and put the number of the 
defi nition in the Magic Square box.  Each 
row and column should have the same 
sum.  See Guided Practice Book page 42.

Answers
A:4 B:14 C:15 D:1
E:9 F:7 G:6 H:12
I:5 J:11 K:10 L:8
M:16 N:2 O:3 P:13

Magic Number = 34
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#50593—Building Vocabulary from Word Roots 41

Unit II Lesson 7

Simply SpectacularA spectacle occurs every time NASA launches a rocket into space.  Thousands 

of spectators gather on the Florida beaches adjacent to the Kennedy Space Center 

on Cape Canaveral.  The space watchers are conspicuous because of their binoculars 

and the other fancy spectacles they use to sharpen their vision.  Like football, rocket 

launches have become a spectator sport for many fans.The crowds are most spectacular when the NASA rocket is carrying astronauts.  

Perhaps the most auspicious of all launchings occurred in 1962 when John Glenn became 

the fi rst American to orbit Earth.  He returned to Earth as a conspicuous hero after 

making three revolutions around our planet.  To this day, his accomplishment commands 

great respect.
Of course, there are also the ghostly specters of the Challenger and Columbia 

space-shuttle disasters.  These space shuttles had inconspicuous, but nevertheless fatal, 

fl aws that were not observed during pre-launch inspections.  The Challenger disaster 

was particularly horrifying because millions of television viewers looked on as it lifted off.  

Despite wild speculations about the suspected causes of these tragedies, investigations 

conducted by experts eliminated many specious explanations and pinpointed the actual 

causes.  Thanks to these retrospective inspections, the prospects for successful space 

fl ights are higher than ever before.
As science discovers more about space and space travel, we are coming ever closer 

to being able to restate the words made famous by Julius Caesar, “Veni Vidi Vici”—”I 

came, I saw, I conquered” space!

Latin Bases spect, spic = “watch, look at”

Part C:
Read and ReasonDirections: Read the passage, paying special attention to all the words with the bases spect, spic.  Then 

answer the questions that follow.

Reading for Meaning

 1. Why is a rocket launch often described as spectacular?  What else would you consider spectacular?
   ________________________________________________________________________________
   ________________________________________________________________________________
   ________________________________________________________________________________
 2. Explain, in your own words, the defi nition of “retrospective inspection.”    ________________________________________________________________________________

   ________________________________________________________________________________

#50593—Building Vocabulary from Word Roots 
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Latin Bases spect, spic = “watch, look at”

Directions: Match each term with the number of its defi nition.  Put the numbers in the Magic Square 

box.  If you are correct, rows and columns will add up to the same Magic Number.

Part D:

Extend and Explore Magic Square 

A
B

C
D

E
F

G
H

I
J

K
L

M
N

O
P
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Part E:

Go for the Gold!
Students match words with the 
appropriate context.  See Guided Practice 
Book page 43.

Answers
 1. E
 2. D
 3. H
 4. A
 5. G
 6. F
 7. B
 8. C
 9. Answers will vary.
 10. Answers will vary. 

© Teacher Created Materials 
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Latin Bases spect, spic = “watch, look at”

Part E:

Go for the Gold!

 Word 
 Context

 1.  ______  perspective A. I hold that person in high regard.  

 2.  ______  conspicuous B. This combines all the colors of the rainbow. 

 3.  ______  inspect C. Keep an eye on that fellow.  I don’t trust him.

 4.  ______  respect D. That sticks out like a sore thumb! 

 5.  ______  prospector E. What is your point of view on this subject? 

 6.  ______  introspection F. Have you examined your own actions and pondered 

your responsibility for what has happened? 

 7.  ______  spectrum  G. I’m on the lookout for buried gold.  

 8.  ______  suspicious H. I need to check this room and make sure it has been 

thoroughly cleaned.  

Making Connections

Directions: Match each word in the fi rst column with the appropriate context in the second column.  

Write the correct letter on the lines provided.  Then, respond to the prompt below.

Briefl y describe a situation to which these words might apply.

 9. specimen:  _____________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________

 10. auspicious:  _____________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________
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	 Word	 Prefix/Base means	 Base means	 Word means

	 1.	 retrospect	 ___________________ 	 ___________________	 ___________________

	 2.	 specimen	 ___________________ 	 ___________________	 ___________________

	 3.	 introspective	 ___________________ 	 ___________________	 ___________________

	 4.	 circumspect	 ___________________ 	 ___________________	 ___________________

	 5.	 conspicuous	 ___________________ 	 ___________________	 ___________________

	 6.	 prospective	 ___________________ 	 ___________________	 ___________________

	 7.	 specter	 ___________________ 	 ___________________	 ___________________

	 8.	 perspicuous	 ___________________ 	 ___________________	 ___________________

	 9.	 despicable	 ___________________ 	 ___________________	 ___________________

	10.	 prospectus	 ___________________ 	 ___________________	 ___________________

		  X	 			  X	 	

		  X	 			  X	 	

Definitions
	 •	 preliminary statement or plan; preview
	 •	 expected; potential
	 •	 ghost; apparition
	 •	 cautious; wary; guarded
	 •	 contemptible; despised
	 •	 reflective; self-examining
	 •	 clear; lucid; easy to understand
	 •	 showy; glaring; very noticeable
	 •	 hindsight
	 •	 sample taken for observation

Prefix Bank
circum- = around
con- = with, together, very
de- = down
intro- = inside
per- = through
pro- = forward, ahead
retro- = backward

Latin Bases spect, spic = “watch, look at”

Part A: 

Meet the Root

Directions:	 “Divide” the words below, then “conquer” them by writing the meanings of the prefixes and 
bases in the blanks.  Write the meaning of each whole word in the last blank.  Use the Prefix Bank and 
definitions below to help you fill in the chart.

Divide and Conquer
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Directions:	 Study the 10 words listed in the “Divide and Conquer” activity on page 39, and complete 
each of the following sentences with the spect, spic word that best fits the context.  

Part B: 

Combine and Create Context Clues

	 1.	 The teacher wants to approve a ___________________________ of my project 

before I start working on it. 

	 2.	 In ___________________________, I should not have stayed out so late last 

weekend.  I got an abysmal grade on my test the next Monday.  

	 3.	 Your unruly conduct was ___________________________ at the dance!  

	 4.	 Be ___________________________ about what you say in an email.  Who knows 

where your message will end up? 

	 5.	 The physics teacher gave such a ___________________________ explanation of 

vectors that all the students aced the test. 

	 6.	 Ostentatious people often engage in ___________________________ 

consumption because they want to impress their friends. 

	 7.	 I’ve been in an ___________________________ mood lately and wondering about 

what I really want out of life. 

	 8.	 The university sent brochures with application forms to all 

 ___________________________ high school graduates in the area. 

	 9.	 The lab technician’s analysis of the blood ___________________________ revealed 

a high white-cell count. 

	10.	 With the ___________________________ of final exams looming over my head,  

I did not enjoy my holiday very much. 
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Simply Spectacular

A spectacle occurs every time NASA launches a rocket into space.  Thousands 
of spectators gather on the Florida beaches adjacent to the Kennedy Space Center 
on Cape Canaveral.  The space watchers are conspicuous because of their binoculars 
and the other fancy spectacles they use to sharpen their vision.  Like football, rocket 
launches have become a spectator sport for many fans.

The crowds are most spectacular when the NASA rocket is carrying astronauts.  
Perhaps the most auspicious of all launchings occurred in 1962 when John Glenn became 
the first American to orbit Earth.  He returned to Earth as a conspicuous hero after 
making three revolutions around our planet.  To this day, his accomplishment commands 
great respect.

Of course, there are also the ghostly specters of the Challenger and Columbia 
space‑shuttle disasters.  These space shuttles had inconspicuous, but nevertheless fatal 
flaws that were not observed during pre-launch inspections.  The Challenger disaster 
was particularly horrifying because millions of television viewers looked on as it lifted off.  
Despite wild speculations about the suspected causes of these tragedies, investigations 
conducted by experts eliminated many specious explanations and pinpointed the actual 
causes.  Thanks to these retrospective inspections, the prospects for successful space 
flights are higher than ever before.

As science discovers more about space and space travel, we are coming ever closer 
to being able to restate the words made famous by Julius Caesar, “Veni Vidi Vici”—”I 
came, I saw, I conquered” space!

Latin Bases spect, spic = “watch, look at”

Part C: 

Read and Reason

Directions:	 Read the passage, paying special attention to all the words with the bases spect, spic.  Then 
answer the questions that follow.

Reading for Meaning

	 1.	 Why is a rocket launch often described as spectacular?  What else would you consider spectacular?

		  _________________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 Explain, in your own words, the definition of “retrospective inspection.” 

		  _________________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________
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Directions:	 Match each term with the number of its definition.  Put the numbers in the Magic Square 
box.  If you are correct, rows and columns will add up to the same Magic Number.

Part D: 

Extend and Explore Magic Square 

Terms
A.	 	 introspective
B.	 	 suspect
C.		 suspicious
D.	 	 prospective
E.	 	 prospectus
F.	 	 specter
G.		 circumspect
H.		 respite
I.	 	 despicable
J.	 	 aspect
K.	 	 inspector
L.	 	 conspicuous
M.		 perspicacity
N.		 retrospect
O.		 specimen
P.	 	 specious

Magic Number:_______

Definitions
	 1.	 likely to happen at a future date
	 2.	 hindsight
	 3.	 sample taken for observation
	 4.	 contemplative; looking inward and 

reflecting 
	 5.	 deserving hatred and contempt 
	 6.	 cautious and reserved; wary; measured
	 7.	 something widely feared as a possible 

unpleasant or dangerous occurrence
	 8.	 standing out so as to be clearly visible 
	 9.	 preliminary statement or plan; preview 
	10.	 an official employed to assure that 

regulations are obeyed 

	11.	 a particular part or feature of something 
	12.	 a short period of rest or relief from 

something unpleasant 
	13.	 superficially plausible but actually wrong 
	14.	 a person thought to be guilty of a crime 

or offense 
	15.	 having or showing cautious distrust of 

someone or something 
	16.	 acuteness of understanding; clarity of 

intelligence

A B C D

E F G H

I J K L

M N O P
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Part E: 

Go for the Gold!

	 Word		  Context

	1.	 _ ______	  perspective	 A.	 I hold that person in high regard.  

	2.	 _ ______	  conspicuous	 B.	 This combines all the colors of the rainbow. 

	3.	 _ ______	  inspect	 C.	 Keep an eye on that fellow.  I don’t trust him.

	4.	 _ ______	  respect	 D.	 That sticks out like a sore thumb! 

	5.	 _ ______	  prospector	 E.	 What is your point of view on this subject? 

	6.	 _ ______	  introspection	 F.	 Have you examined your own actions and pondered 
your responsibility for what has happened? 

	7.	 _ ______	  spectrum 	 G.	 I’m on the lookout for buried gold.  

	8.	 _ ______	  suspicious	 H.	 I need to check this room and make sure it has been 
thoroughly cleaned.  

Making Connections

Directions:	 Match each word in the first column with the appropriate context in the second column.  
Write the correct letter on the lines provided.  Then, respond to the prompt below.

Briefly describe a situation to which these words might apply.

	 9.	 specimen: _ _____________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________

	10.	 auspicious: ______________________________________________________________

		  _______________________________________________________________________




