Dr. Stirling counts the number of bears he finds in an
area. He wants to know how long they live. He counts how
many cubs are born. He catches and tags a group of bears
1 year. Then he catches the same number of bears the next
year. He counts the number of untagged bears. Then he can
work out how many new bears are being born.
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Dr. Stirling is
about to collar
a female polar
bear. Her cub
is watching.
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In 1 spring season, Polar Bear Litters

Dr. Stirling studied 119 w 807
litters of polar bears. g 707
2 60

a. About how many %' 50
2-cub litters are - 407
here? 9 30-
there? 2 0
b. Which type of litter > 18'
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Number of Cubs in a Litter




Polar bears can be hard to spot in the winter snow.
Dr. Stirling gets his data between late March and
mid-May. This is when the bears are on land ice or are
close to the shore. Dr. Stirling may also get his data in
summer. Polar bears are easily seen in summer.

How Fast?

Speed of Polar Bears

Walking at top speed

10 15
Miles per hour




