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The Matter with Matter
Think of everything in your house.  Think 

of how different these things are to each other.  
Some are shiny, some are dull.  Some are soft, 
some are hard.  Some are magnetic, some aren’t.  
Some are cold to the touch, some aren’t.  Some 
are brittle, some are bouncy.  Some are solid, 
some are liquid, and some are gas.  Some you can 
see, some you don’t even notice.  Some are alive, 
some have never lived.  Some are good to eat, 
some are poisonous.  

Now, think of  everything in your hometown, 
your country, the world, and even the universe.  
There are millions of  different types of  things in 
the universe. All of  them are made of  matter.

Matter is the substance, or stuff, that makes 
up everything.  But what makes up matter?  
Amazingly, of all the millions of things in the 
universe, every single last one of them is made up 
of just over 100 different ingredients.  The proper 
word for these ingredients is elements (EL-uh-
ments).  

In this book, you will learn more about 
the ingredients that make up all the stuff  in the 
universe.

	Matter is something 
that everything has 
in common.
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