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What Are Untold Stories?

Information is everywhere. In today’s highly digitized
world, it is easy for students to feel overloaded. The
presence of news, social media, blogs, the internet,
textbooks, and even their cell phones can overwhelm
students to the point where they become distracted
from what'’s really valuable in their learning. Students
receive information daily, hourly, and even minute-by-
minute. Some information is good, and some is not so
good. Much of the information students take in is about
people and places they can’t even relate to, as their
experiences may differ from the information received.

Untold Stories fills a need in today’s classroom—the need to add more value and insight to
student learning through sharing authentic stories. By focusing student attention on the not-
so-familiar stories of ordinary people doing extraordinary things, the learning gives shape to
raw emotions and makes the stories come to life. Untold Stories conveys the culture, history,
experiences, and values that provide readers deeper understandings of the experiences of
diverse people from throughout history.

Real-life stories are the essential building blocks of empathy and connection. These stories will
connect, engage, and inspire readers as they read about people like you and me, who are living
examples of empowerment, struggle, joy, resilience, and innovation.

The reality is that everyone has a story to tell. Stories not only of struggle, but more
importantly, stories of bravery, determination, and hope.

Think about Sheyann Webb, who is a humanitarian, civil
rights activist, mentor, and youth advocate. Throughout
her life, she has had numerous encounters with racism
and poverty, so she has dedicated her life to assisting
youth in America to build self-esteem, confidence,
overcome adversity, and find real purposes in their lives.

Consider Vicki Manolo Draves, who despite
not being able to practice daily because

of racism, found a way to persevere and
become the first Asian American woman to
win an Olympic gold medal.

Finally, think of Derek Rabelo, a 23-year-
old surfer, who is blind. He relies on his
heightened sense of hearing to navigate
the oceans. This is a skill that took
courage and perseverance to perfect.
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Make Social-Emotional Connections ..

Character Education Traits (o)

Character Trait Purpose
Citizenship means engaging in things that make the community a better place to
citizenship be. Being a good citizen at school includes respecting the people, rules, and school

property.

commitment

Commitment means being dedicated and finishing what you start. This shows
the importance of keeping your word and doing what is expected, even when it is
challenging or not preferred.

compassion

Compassion means understanding and showing deep care for someone’s feelings.
This shows the importance of supporting one another by practicing perspective
taking and building empathy.

cooperation

Cooperation means working well together to reach the same goal. This shows
students how teamwork can accomplish more than working alone.

courage

Courage means doing the right thing, even when it is difficult. This demonstrates
that it’s expected to be afraid sometimes, but courage is shown when we do the
right thing despite those worries.

creativity

Creativity means approaching situations with a unique perspective. When
students feel safe and comfortable, they will be more confident in expressing their
original ideas and solutions.

fairness

Fairness means treating others justly. This includes following the rules, taking
turns, and sharing.

honesty

Honesty means telling the truth. This encourages students to genuinely express
their thoughts and feelings.

leadership

Leadership means being a positive role model to their peers. People can be leaders
by using their kind words and actions to influence others to create positive
change.

loyalty

Loyalty means being devoted and faithful to those you care for. This shows how
students can build and keep healthy relationships by remaining true to their
family and friends.

perseverance

Perseverance means continuing to do something you value, even when times are
tough. This teaches students not to give up in the face of a challenge.

respect

Respect means showing kindness and consideration for others. This reinforces the
importance of treating others how you want to be treated.

responsibility

Responsibility means taking ownership of your actions and doing what is expected
of you. For students, this includes going to school, doing their work, and being a
good friend to others.

trustworthiness

Trustworthiness means acting in ways that make others feel comfortable,
especially when they are in need of help. Students can embody trustworthiness
when they stick by their word and keep their promises to do what is right.

© TCM |Teacher Created Materials

126946—Untold Stories Management Guide

{
\

|

90

T
1
A

x
i

e

L

{

n58id pue u';?mas

.u
ol

%

i}
J

1

——

-]




How to Implement This Resource

6 copies of 25 cards

Full-color cards tell the stories
of extraordinary people.

Alvin Ailey

American Activi
o b

Dancing Through

Lesson Plans

Lesson plans include connections to literacy,
content areas, and social-emotional learning.

Cogdmf:uya Rice;
. ith Sweetness
FOUSON Divergyy

) s

Digital Resources

Ecards, primary sources, and

Management Guide

S et Management Guide provides program

e information and research-based teaching audio recordings increase student
e ideas. (The activities and rubrics in this book engagement and enhance instruction.
are shared over two grade levels. This allows
' teachers to better ol
- @&s\

g support students’ Pilot to Pelé

ok
“stor

critical analysis of
the text cards, rather
than focusing on

the structure of the Management

lessons.) Guide
ez
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Before LeBron James, Serena Williams,
Lionel Messi, or Tom Brady, there was Edson
Arantes do Nascimento. The world called him
the King of Soccer. He s better known as Pelé.

In 1999, the International Olympic Committee
named him Athlete of the Century. But he
almost became an airline pilot instead!

He was born in Brazilin 1940 to a family
with lttle money. His mother urged him to
getagood education and to stay in school.
He said that was the most important lesson

her. He loved school, but
s even more. They were a

he learned
he loved air
passion of his. He would even skip school

to watch the planes take off and land at the

They all stared in through the dirty window
of the morgue. Al the boys,including Pelé,
‘were fascinated but also terified. In his
autobiography, Pelé said, It was a terrifying
sight, like something from a movie, and

the image remained burned in my mind

for days and nights afterwards. It gave me

nightmares.” It scared him so much that he
gave up his dream of becoming a pilot

He turned all hs attention to playing
soccer. And his perseverance paid off! He
‘won a spot on the National Soccer
Team. Heled the eam to three
FIFA World Cup® tiles. At one point, many
people thought of him as the best and most

© TCM | Teacher Created Materials



Text Cards

T T

Titles help
students to
understand the
theme or main
idea of the text.

Life Through Art

Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec loved to draw.
Not only did he enjoy it, but it also gave him
comfort. He lived most of his life in pain, and
he spent long months sick in bed. Even when
he could not walk, he could
draw.

Toulouse-Lautrec was
born in Albi, France. His
parents were wealthy
aristocrats. They lived on
an estate in the French
countryside. But his family
had many health problems.
Toulouse-Lautrec’s only
brother died very young,
and Toulouse-Lautrec had
troubles with his bones.
When he was a young
teen, he had two separate
accidents. In each, he broke
aleg. The breaks were not
bad, but the results were. The bones stopped
growing. Toulouse-Lautrec’s upper body
continued to grow while his legs stayed the
same. He walked with a cane for the rest of
his life and was always in pain.

Toulouse-Lautrec came from a family of
artists, and he began his own formal training
as aboy. When he was eighteen, he moved
to Paris to pursue art. Two big things were
happening in Paris at the time he arrived.

First, a new nightlife scene was taking shape.
Toulouse-Lautrec loved it. He spent a great
deal of time at the Moulin Rouge and other
nightclubs there. Second, new ways to print
on paper were coming into
development. Toulouse-
essiecused these methods
to create vibrant posters ol
the clubs and performers.

Many people loved
Toulouse-Lautrec’s work.
He made the performers
and patrons come to life in
exciting ways. His posters
and paintings told stories
of life in Paris. He did not
shy away from anything, the
happy or sad, the healthy or
unwell. Toulouse-Lautrec
showed it all. He had
great love and respect for
the world he saw and the people in it. He
celebrated them all in his art.

Toulouse-Lautrec’s health troubles cut his
life short. He died at the age of 36. But he
left a legacy of great art and a window into
life inghe Paris he knew and loved.

—Dona Herweck Rice

™

Subjects of the cards
are easily identified on
both sides of the card.

Images support text

Words to Know are bolded in the body
text and defined on the backs of the
cards. The Focus On Words section in
each lesson highlights these key words.

/]

Time lines help
students place
each subject

in the context

of history or a
larger world view.

Heuvi de Toulouse-Lautrec

(ahn-REE DUH tuh-LOOZ luh-TREHK)

Life Through Art

Dates to Know

Words to Know

-«

1864 - -
Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec is
| born in Albi, France.
1871 - —
He begins formal art training.
1878-
1879 He breaks his legs and
| convalesces.
1882 -
He moves to Paris.
1891 - -
New color print-making
| methods are developed.
1890s ———
He becomes a celebrity artist in
Paris.
1901

Toulouse-Lautrec dies in
Saint-André-du-Bois, France.

909879—Untold Stories

aristocrats—members of a high-class
group in society with special titles
who are usually rich, own land, and
have positions of power

estate—a large piece of land with a
house on it

legacy—something worthwhile
that comes from someone or
something in the past

nightlife—entertainment and social
activities that take place at night,
usually in bars and clubs

patrons—people who give money
to support a person, practice, or
business

About Character

Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec had many
challenges in his life. He persevered
and found comfort in his art. Make a
list of things you enjoy doing. Circle
a few you could try if you are feeling
down.

- ©TcM|Teacher Created Materials
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to aid in student
comprehension. These
primary source images
make great discussion
starters.

Authors of texts are
identified for group
discussions about
author’s purpose
and writing choices.

Phonetic pronunciations
are provided for cultural
awareness and support
while reading the text.
Take time to review this
before reading the text
card aloud.

Opportunities are
provided for students

to investigate character
traits exemplified by each
subject. (See pages 14-15
for more information.)

126946—Untold Stories Management Guide




Lesson Plans

A short summary is
provided for easy recall
of key characteristics
of the subject.

—————% FOCUS ON Diversity

Telling the Truth

Christiane Amanpour wants the world to have access to truthful reporting. As
a British-Iranian journalist and television host, her y pi

people everywhere. Amanpour exhibits the character trait of courage as she
focuses on truthful reporting in dangerous places.

FGCUS ON Words

1. Discuss the “Words to Know" and their definitions from the back of the card.

Lexile* Level: 5101

2. Saya short sentence using each word, but say “blank” when you come to the
‘word. Call on students to fll in the blank” with the correct word. (Example:
On Veterans Day, | will meone who served in the miltary.)

Each lesson includes strong
literacy activities to help
students focus on key aspects of
the text card. (See pages 20-22
for more information.)

FOCUS ON

1. Read the and
sports or learn Explain that thereisal
us to pursue new or different activites.

2. Askstud Wite their ideas on the board
o chart paper similar to how they are written on the Cause and Effect activity sheet.

- What caused Amanpour’s family to flee Iran (effect)
Iran’s leaders were overthrown. (cause)
3. Distribute Cause and ffect. i y

FOCUS ON

1. Once students have completed the “Focus on Writing” activity, provide models
for them to deliver their reports. Watch a local news station or online news
report, preferably with students delivering the report if possible. Discuss how
the speakers speak clearly at an understandable pace.

2. Have students deliver their news reports.

3. Ifdesired, ask follow-up questions of their p

wdoth h as play
for our actions. These

- .

Each card is connected
to a content area

through an interactive
activity. Although
many cards connect
to social studies, there
are other content
areas covered as well.

T~

Connections to the five

SEL competencies are — |
made through these
cooperative activities.

(See page 13 for more

>

FOCUS ON Wri

ng

1

2

3. Have them wrie reports on their chosen topics.

Reporting accurate facts and information is important. Tell students.
that they 'l be acting like Amanpour as they create their own reports.
Students may report on topics they are learning about in science or
socialstudies or they may write about other topics of interest.
Re-create this graphic organizer on the board or chart paper, and
have students use i to plan their reports

™ FGCUS ON Content Knowledge

2

3. Have students create time lines of their own lives.

for eight years. Discribute Time
the timeline. p

anpou the Iran-raq War. This p
Line of the Iran-Iraq War. Read the I
out that each mark on the time line represents one year.

‘When did the war begin?

d L
|
’ the activity, ask the I
+ How many years passed between the cease fire and the peace agreement? |

FOCUS ON Social-Emotional Learning

pour honesty and integrity in her

d the world.

he brought

totell the truth le all use facts from the text

er
to discuss this idea.

g telling
the truth. Create a List hould be honest X
List potential consequences for being dishonest in the second column.
honesty and lesson.
Also, have them discuss how they can show honesty and integity each day. 5 '

FOCUS ON Action

Ask students to consider what kinds of information they would put into a class
newspaper. Have students write articles they would include in a class newspaper. 1
Reinforce the idea that their articles should be factual and accurate. Help

scudents compile and publish the newspaper digitally or physically (or both).

information.) /

This lesson may be reproduced

TCM= w4

These activities provide
opportunities for students

wtcmpub.com © 2022 Teacher Created Materials, Inc.

9781067614885

The Lexile® level

™~ for each text card

is provided to help
with planning and
differentiation.

Every writing activity
includes a prewriting
graphic organizer to help
students gather their
thoughts. Re-create these
where your students can
see them, or distribute
copies found in the
Digital Resources.

Subjects of
the lesson
plans are easily
identified on
both sides of
the folder tab.

to apply what they've
learned by reading the text
cards and participating in
the activities. Rubrics are
provided to assess student
work on these activities.
(See pages 73-76 for more
information.)

Cause and Effect Time Line of the Iran-Iraq War

- = =
i =
A
‘§ Amanpour was a brave reporter.
g
€
v e -
sl

Student reproducibles
are provided both

on the inside of the
lesson folder and in
the Digital Resources.

126946—Untold Stories Management Guide
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Lesson Plans ...

Lesson Plan Pacing Guide

The following example pacing plan shows an option for using a text card and lesson over a one-

week period. Teachers should customize this pacing suggestion according to their students’

needs.

Lesson Section

Notes

Suggested Time

Focus On Diversity

Share with students key information from the
summary, and preview the card with them. Have
students pose a few questions that they hope will
be answered in the text.

5-10 minutes

Focus On Words

Preview key vocabulary words, and help students
prepare to read the text card. Based on the Lexile’
level of the text, determine if any other preparation
is needed before reading with students.

10-20 minutes

Focus On Reading
Comprehension

Read the text card, and use it to practice
important reading comprehension skills. Have
students reread the text in pairs or small groups to
revisit key parts.

30-45 minutes

Focus On Speaking

After the initial interaction with the text, allow
focused time for students to work together to

15-20 minutes

Re-create the graphic organizer where students
can see it, or use the digital copy provided.

& Listening . . . T
practice strong speaking skills and active listening.
Work together to help students complete graphic
organizers to plan their writing. Then, provide time
Focus On Writing for students to compose their written responses. 45-60 minutes

Focus On Content
Knowledge

Key content is pulled from the text card for a short
content-based activity. Connections are made to
social studies, science, the arts, and more.

30-45 minutes

Each lesson helps students work toward achieving

P e oot

Focus On Social- the five SEL competencies. These activities often . - s
. . o 20-30 minutes

Emotional Learning | connect back to the character traits highlighted on - ——
the back of the cards. :
Serving as formative assessments, these hands-on s
activities provide opportunities for students to o

Focus On Action apply what they've learned. There are four general | 45-60 minutes St
rubrics to be used with these activities to assess
student work.

(49‘:!:;—«%1
© TCM |Teacher Created Materials 126946—Untold Stories Management Guide 29 =
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& Biography Mini-Lessons

— 5

—— Defining Greatness
—
-]

e

= ‘% Overview
(o)
G‘s Students will work in small groups to

= : brainstorm creative words that describe those

gai featured in the Untold Stories text cards. Teams
. will compete to brainstorm unique adjectives
-] that other teams did not list. Then, students
g will complete an in-depth word study.
>
=
=

Materials
« copies of Unique Adjectives (page 54)
T « copies of Vocabulary Charts (page 55)
« sticky notes

P Procedure

a3 N 1. Choose three Untold Stories text cards for the focus of the lesson. Give students time to
review the information on the card.

2. Place students into groups of three to four. Tell students they will be brainstorming
Bsie e adjectives that describe the three people, but they will only earn points for adjectives
s that no other group lists. Explain that if more than one group uses the same adjective to
Sy describe the same person, they must all cross that word off their lists. Only unique words
will remain, and each one will earn them a point. The group with the most points wins.

L Model this activity by suggesting a word such as “smart,” and ask students what synonyms
TN they might use instead (e.g., intelligent, bright, and brilliant). Remind students that the goal
W e is to select words that no other group will choose.

3. Distribute Unique Adjectives, and read the directions aloud to students. Give students
time to create their lists of adjectives. Encourage them to think of synonyms for common
B adjectives and to be specific in their word choice.

52 = 126946—Untold Stories Management Guide © TCM | Teacher Created Materials



Procedure (o)

4. When students are finished, let groups share their words and cross out any repeats. Then,
have groups tally their scores and determine the winning group.

5. Distribute Vocabulary Charts. Have students choose three unique adjectives from their lists
to use on this page. (If students do not have three words, let them choose a word they had
to cross off.) Give students time to complete their charts.

FOCUS ON

FGCUS ON Social-Emotional Learning

1. Tell students that an important part of building healthy relationships with others is
recognizing their strengths. Giving sincere, specific compliments to people is a good thing
to do.

2. Write the word nice where students can see it, and talk about how to give a more
specific compliment. Have students think of people who are nice, and challenge them to
brainstorm different ways to express that thought. Let students know it doesn’t have to be
a one-word answer or simple synonym; it can be a phrase or even a sentence. Encourage
students to share their thoughts.

3. Encourage students to each share one sincere, specific compliment with someone at their
home today. Check in with them during the next class to see how it went.

e N
FOCUS ON Action

Assign each student the name of another student. Distribute sticky
notes, and have students write a sincere, specific compliment about
each other on them. Tell students to think of something specific they
have observed about their assigned students. Students should write
who the compliment is for, but not who it is from. When they are
finished, collect the sticky notes, and distribute them.

© TCM |Teacher Created Materials 126946—Untold Stories Management Guide
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Name; Date:

Unique Adjectives

Directions: List adjectives to describe each person from an Untold Stories text

Greatness

g card. As the lists are shared in class, cross off duplicate words. Give yourself one
'E point for each unique word.
H—
- &)
&2 | ‘:
Untold Story of: ! Untold Story of: ‘ Untold Story of:

Total points:

: 5—‘.* 126946—Untold Stories Management Guide © TCM | Teacher Created Materials



Name; Date:

Vocabulary Charts

Directions: Choose three words from the adjective lists you made. Try to select
unique words you earned points for. Complete the charts using the words you
selected.

SS3ues:9 Bululsy

1. word: lHlustration:

Definition:

Sentence:

2.  \Word: lllustration:

Definition:

Sentence:

3. Word: Illustration:

Definition:

Sentence:

© TCM |Teacher Created Materials 126946—Untold Stories Management Guide 55 =



Focus On Action Rubrics

Presentation-Based Activities

Student Name:

4—Excellent 3—Great Job | 2—Good Work | 1—Not Quite
All information | Most Some Little
: . was shared in information was | information was | information was
] Presentation . . . . .
- Content an interesting shared in an shared in an shared in an
§ and engaging interesting and | interesting and | interesting and
g way. engaging way. | engaging way. engaging way.
()
Student spoke .
.ﬁ Student spoke Y X Student did not
r— Student spoke | somewhat
. very clearly speak clearly
Presentation clearly and used | clearly and/ .
S . and used . . and/or did not
S Skills . appropriate or did not use .
appropriate . use appropriate
v | volume volume. appropriate volume
e 2 | ’ volume. )
Almost all Only afe .
All parts of the yarew Little of the
Work . parts of the parts of the L
. activity were o . activity was
_ S Completion activity were activity were
i completed. completed.

completed.

completed.

Presentation

Presentation

Presentation

Presentation

b shows deep, .
TRES Content P shows strong shows some shows little
SR . complex . . .
e Understanding . understanding | understanding | understanding
: understanding
of the content. | of the content. | of the content.
of the content.
- Presentation Presentation Presentation Presentation
shows complete | shows strong shows some shows little
o connection connection connection connection to
PSS Connection to | to self or to self or to self or self or others
. Self or Others | others with others with others with with missing
e e both factual either factual little factual factual and
and personal or personal or personal personal
SR content. content. content. content.
v
Comments:
za‘f:!:;"%z
7l|. = 126946—Untold Stories Management Guide © TCM | Teacher Created Materials



— Alice Augusta Ball

Setting the Record Straight

Alice Augusta Ball was a scientist. She
did great work in her short life. But it
took many years for her to get the credit.

Ball grew up in Seattle in a family of
photographers. They used chemicals to
make their pictures. This may be how
Ball’'s interest in chemistry began.

As a young adult, Ball went to college
to study science. She earned a degree
in chemistry. She also earned a degree
in pharmacy. Then, Ball was offered a
scholarship to the University of Hawai'i.
It was there that she earned her master’s
degree.

Ball was an excellent student. She was
a great teacher, too! Ball became the first
woman and first Black person to teach
science at her college. She continued
her research work there as well. In
fact, she soon found a new treatment
for leprosy. She used an injectable
oil extract from the chaulmoogra tree.
The oil from the tree had already been
in use for treatment. But Ball found a
better method. Her treatment helped
free people from the symptoms of
the disease. In the past, people with
leprosy had to quarantine. They lived
in hospitals and other facilities. Ball’s
medicine helped them go home and live
their lives.

Then, tragedy struck. There was an
accident in Ball’s lab, and she was badly
injured. Complications from those
injuries proved deadly. She died at the
age of 24.

Few people knew of the great work
she did. In fact, Ball did not receive credit
for her work for many years. The college
president, Dr. Arthur Dean, called her
research the “Dean Method” and took
full credit for it. But one of Ball's mentors,
Dr. Harry T. Hollmann, published a paper.
In it, he gave her full credit for her work
and how it helped so many people. He
renamed the research the “Ball Method.”

Years later, Ball's college made a bronze
plaque in her honor. It was placed near
a chaulmoogra tree on campus. The city
of Seattle also wanted to honor her. They
named the Alice Ball Park in her memory.
—Shirley H. Harden




Alice Augusta Ball
(AL-uhs aw-GUH-stuh BAWL)

Setting the Record Straight

' Dates to Know Words to Know

injectable—able to be put into a

1892 )
9 Alice Augusta Ball is born in person’s body or bloodstream by
Washington using a special needle
leprosy—a serious disease that
causes painful rough areas on the
1915 She earns her master's degree skin and badly damages nerves and
and becomes the first female flesh
and first Black science professor quarantme—k.eep away from other
at the University of Hawai'i. people or animals so as to not
spread a disease
1916 scholarship—an amount of
She develops the “Ball Method,” ,
_ money given by a school or an
an effective treatment for o hel ¢
I but receives no credit organization to help pay for a
epr‘osy, " ’ student’s education
for it. Soon after, she dies as the ,
result of an accident symptoms—changes in the body
' or mind that indicate a disease is
present
1922
She is finally given credit for her About Character
research. Alice Augusta Ball was committed to
learning and teaching about science.
As a result, she was able to help
g* others. Write a paragraph to tell how
2000 <~ . sheused her research to help people.

Ball is honored by the University
of Hawai'i.
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Setting the Record Straight

Afice Augusta Ball

Alice Augusta Ball:
Setting the Record Straight

s proved deadly. she i
s . She died at the

Few people knew of ch
she did. tn

FOCUS ON Diversity

Alice Augusta Ball was a Black chemist who taught science at her college and
researched a cure for leprosy. Ball showed a commitment to learning about
science, teaching science, and discovering new technologies through science.
Initially, others took credit for her work. However, a fellow scientist made sure Ball
received credit where credit was due.

FOCUS ON Words

lack person to teact
science at her college, She mmmumh
her research work there as well, 1y
fact she 500n found a new treatment
forleprosy. She used

Lexile” Level: 610

1.

Have students write each of the “Words to Know” on note cards. Discuss the definitions. Have student
pairs work together to create categories for the words. An example could be that some words are related
to medicine (injectable, leprosy, quarantine, symptoms).

2. Call on partners to explain the categories they created.

FOCUS ON

1.

Tell students that when authors make claims about people, places, or events, they must support them
with reasons and evidence.

. Have students read the text with partners. As they read, instruct them to look for claims the author

makes about Ball and her work.

. Call on a student to identify a claim the author makes. Then, work together to find the reasons and

evidence the author uses to support each claim. For example, in paragraph 4, the author makes the claim:
“Ball was an excellent student.” This claim is supported by the evidence: “She was offered a scholarship to

e

the University of Hawai'i.

. Have students each record one additional claim using reasons and evidence from the text.

FOGCUS ON Speaking & Listening

1. Write the following questions on the board or chart paper. Have student
pairs discuss the questions using evidence from the text.

+ How did Ball reach her goal of becoming a scientist?
«  What education did Ball use during her career?
« How did other scientists value Ball’s work?

2. Call on a pair of students to share one answer, and then call on another
pair to connect what they heard to their own answer. Continue this
process until the questions have been answered in multiple ways.

Teacher
Created
Materials

Fe

OCUS ON Writing

News Ay¢;, o
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1.

2. Asstudents write their articles, encourage them to use evidence from the text

People may have learned about Ball’s work from a newspaper. Re-create this
organizer on the board or chart paper. Have students use it to plan newspaper
articles about Ball’s discovery. Make sure they include headlines.

and time line to support their ideas.

FOCUS ON Content Knowledge

1.

Ball discovered that different plants could be used for medical purposes. Students may be surprised
to learn that many common, everyday products are also made from plants. Call on students to make
predictions about what plants (or plant parts) are used to make things they use every day.

. Distribute What's in That? Read the descriptions together. Have students make their best guesses as to

which product is made using each plant-based substance and write them on the lines. Reveal the answers
at the end. (sapodilla tree: gum; willow tree bark: aspirin; wood pulp: toothpaste; carnauba wax: dental floss;
roots and fruits: shampoo; rubber tree: gloves)

FOGCUS ON Social-Emotional Learning

1.

Ball demonstrated self-management by setting personal goals. Have students review the text to identify
goals Ball may have set for herself from the time she was a little girl until the time of the lab accident.

Discuss how people go about reaching goals they set for themselves. Have students identify their personal
goals and what they think they need to reach them. List their thinking on the board or chart paper as
students share.

. Distribute Setting Goals. Have students work through the steps to write personal goals. Then, have

students share their goals with the group.

4 )
FGCUS ON Action

Long after Ball passed away, a fellow scientist finally granted her the credit she
deserved for her discovery. Have students make cards for people they believe
deserve credit for the things they do. They can write messages on the lined
sides of large note cards and draw designs on the plain sides of the cards. Have
students deliver their messages.

This lesson may be reproduced
for classroom use only.
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Name: Date: | Name: Date:

What'’s in That? | Setting Goals

Directions: Read the description of each plant. Write the product that is made using Directions: Follow the steps to write a goal for yourself

each plant. |
| Step 1—Be specific.
N Word Bank | What do you want to do? It could be something that happens soon or
aspirin gloves shampoo | something that happens far in the future.
dental floss  gum toothpaste

The sapodilla tree has chicle. This sap is used to
make a chewable substance that is stretchy.

Step 2—Tell why this is important.

Why did you choose this goal?

Willow tree bark has a special medicine. It is |
called salicin. This substance helps reduce pain. |

Step 3—Identify the steps you will take.

) | What do you need to do to reach your goal? For example, if your goal is to
pulp. These substances can be used in products improve your math grade, you may want to study or work with others to
that clean teeth. | prepare for tests.

Cellulose and cellulose gum are found in wood

A special palm tree produces carnauba wax in |
its leaves. This substance is used in polishes. But |
it is used as a polished coating, too.

| Step 4—Identify people who can help.

| Who can you trust to help you reach your goal? How can they help?

Some roots and fruits are used in products that |
lather up. |

|
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| Step 5—Tell when it will happen.
The rubber tree has latex. This substance is |

: . When do you expect to reach this goal?
turned into a stretchy but strong material.

Untold Stories
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Name:

Date:

News Article Organizer

r--—— -"=-"— ===

| What is the big event?

| What amazing descriptive words can you use?

r--——==-"—==-—"=—="=-7

e e e e e e e = d

How will you organize the article?

Untold Stories: Grade 4—Graphic Organizers
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How will you grab the reader’s

attention? (headline ideas)
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Untold Storiee: The Arte

Born to Act

We are all born to shine. Some people
do it by helping others. Some make a
difference in sports. Or, they teach others
how to do something hard. Some tell
stories. Others shine on the stage. These
people are born to act.

This idea inspired the Born to Act
Players. The theater group was started by
Mary Rings in 1996. Rings’s son Casey has
Down syndrome. Casey loves acting. His
best friend, Blair, also has Down syndrome.
Blair’s mom, Gail Williamson, worked
in Hollywood. She helped people with
disabilities get jobs in movies and TV.
Rings and Williamson wanted to help their
sons have fun and learn how to act. They
also wanted to show agents and directors
how much people with disabilities can do.
They created Born to Act Players to train
actors with and without disabilities.

Some members of the group have
physical differences. Others struggle with
mental health or other limitations. They
might have autism or other special needs.
But they learn to do the same things all
actors do. They play acting games. They
practice memorizing their lines. They
sing, dance, and put on plays. Many
of the actors have been on TV shows.
Some members study lighting and sound
technology, too.

The training also teaches skills that are
important off stage. They practice focusing
and paying attention. They learn new ways
to use their voices and how to understand
other people. They even learn how to
improvise. Many actors find it difficult.
But the process helps them learn to think
quickly and overcome shyness.

The group’s motto is “Every day | get
better and better.” It is clear that the
teachers help the students. But it is also
true that the students inspire the teachers.
They help them feel better and better every
day. It gives their lives meaning on and off
the stage. As Mary Rings said, “It’s the best
thing I've ever done in my life, and | never

want to stop doing this.”
—Georgia Beth

Courtesy of Born to Act Players
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Born to Act
Dates to Know

@ Words to Know

autism—a condition that can make

1996 : it difficult to process information
Mary Rings founds Born to Act , , ,
and experiences or to interact with
Players.
people
disabilities—conditions that make it
2002 The group performs Special dlfﬁ;ultj to”do something mentally
| Home at Horseshoe Theatre or physically
Valley College. Down syndrome—a condition
2004 that causes physical and mental
They perform Brush Up Your .
handicaps
| Shakespeare. . . .
improvise—to make up or invent
2007

Inspired by the TV show
American Idol, they perform
Born to Be Idols.

without a plan; to act without
dialogue or direction

memorizing—learning by heart

2012
Born to Act Players writes and \
o ' About Character
I performs four original one-act
2013 plays. Born to Act Players is a place that
Life Is an Improv becomes the respects, accepts, and supports
| annual show. people’s differences. Write a list of
all the things actors can learn and do
2019 ; at this theater. Choose one from the
The group performs Don't Stop list, and describe why it is important
! Me Now.
' for people to learn.
2020

Classes are offered online during

the global pandemic.
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Untold Storiee: The Arte |
Born to Act S FOCUS ON Writing

1. The Born to Act Players is an important acting group. Re-create this graphic
organizer on the board or chart paper. Have students copy the organizer, or
~ o o e o provide them with copies to use as they plan paragraphs explaining why it is
F{‘J)CUS ON DlverSIty m e e important that everyone gets a chance to participate.
e 2. Remind students to use reasons and details as they write to support the opinion
that everyone deserves the opportunity to share their talents.

FOGCUS ON Content Knowledge

Lexile Level: 550, 1. Review how the student actors learn to improvise. Then, have students act out these scenarios. Have a
' different student start each task, and randomly call on a second student to join in.

FGCUS ON Words . baking a cake

1. Read the “Words to Know” and their definitions. + riding a roller coaster
« walking a dog through an obstacle course

« building a toy train or car track
« planting a garden

The Born to Act Players is a theater group that supports people with disabilities
by teaching them acting skills. Started in 1996 by two moms with children with
Down Syndrome, the group respectfully includes people with many diverse
physical and learning needs. Their success is evident in the many productions they
have performed over the years.

Py ouiog  S3LiGIS PEGItiN

2. Have students identify three words that are related to people with special needs (autism, disabilities,
Down Syndrome). Have students identify two words that are related to acting (improvise, memorizing).

3. Predict as a group how these two categories of words relate to the text.
2. Have students reflect in writing about their experiences improvising.

FOGCUS ON - FOCUS ON Social-Emotional Learning

1. Have students read the text with partners. As they read, instruct students to think about how this acting
group and the people in it compare to other acting groups. Have students look for text evidence to

support their answers as you discuss this question as a group: Would you say the Born to Act Players is
more similar to or more different from other acting groups? Why? 2. Guide students to practice developing social awareness by accepting others for who they are. List on the

board or chart paper ways students can show acceptance for people who may be a little different from
them.

1. Teachers and students of the Born to Act Players exhibit social awareness by recognizing strengths in
others. Have students use facts from the card to discuss this idea with partners.

2. Distribute A Different Kind of Acting. Read the first question aloud, and have student pairs work together

to discuss possible answers. Remind students to use evidence from the text to support their answers as
they complete the activity. 3. Distribute Dear Wise Owl, and have students complete it independently. Then, call on students to share

the suggestions they have for each situation. Finally, have students reflect in writing about the importance

FOCUS ON Speaking & Listening of accepting others.

1. Ask these questions about the card and the time line. Discuss whether

7
students can answer each question based on the text, if they can infer an Fgcus ON Action

answer, or if they need more information.

~\

. What does the author mean by “we are all born to shine”? The Born to Act Players has a motto, “Every day | get better and better.” Have students
' work together to create a motto for the class. Once a class motto is agreed upon, have

«  What motivated Mary Rings and Gail Williamson to start the Born ) )
students create small posters with the motto to be displayed around the classroom.
to Act Players? \ y

« How do members of the Born to Act Players learn to act?
« How do both the students and teachers benefit from the Born to

Act Players?
+ Is the Born to Act Players group successful? How do you know? TCM

Crasted 910193 (910043)
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Untold Stories

Name: Date:

A Different Kind of Aecting

Directions: Reread “Born to Act,” and review the time line on the back of the card.
Then, answer the questions.

1. How have Casey and Blair been given the opportunity to share their talents?

2. How does the Born to Act Players theater group help people with disabilities
overcome challenges?

e e s a o —— = .
4. What is the Born to Act Players’ motto?
e e s aw o —— = .

5. How do you know the Born to Act Players theater group believes in this motto?

<
2\ &
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Name:

Date:

Dear Wice Owl

Dear Wise OWl,

No one wants to be my
friend. For games, | am always
the last person picked. When
other students have to work
with me in class, they ignore

me. | try tO make suggestions,

Directions: Read these letters. They are from students who feel unaccepted. Write a
letter back to one of the students. Explain what they can do to feel more accepted.

Dear Wise Owl,

. This one girl in class seems
nice. But she is not nice to me
during gym class. She tells me |
can’t throw right and that I'm not
good at anything. One of my legs
Is shorter than the other, so | do

but they just talk over me and not run well. But | like gym and
don’t listen. How can | make a recess. | may not be the best, byt
ond? | like the challenges. How can |
Yours truly, stop this girl from being mean?
Friendless Yours truly,
Giving Up
Dear )
Yours truly,
Wise Owl

910043—Untold Stories—The Arts: Born to Act
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Name:

Date:

(" .
My Opinion
\_
Reason #1 Reason #2 Reason #3
Conclusion

Untold Stories: Grade 4—Graphic Organizers
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