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Introduction  

Welcome to the world of early childhood 
education.  Young children love to play, 
get dirty, and discover.  As a teacher, you 
have the task of introducing them to the 
world of school.  You will need to plan 
meaningful activities for the children in 
your classroom.  These experiences allow 
them to discover new things in a safe, 
nonjudgmental environment and feel 
successful.  The lessons and materials in 
this kit support the importance of play 
and meaningful experiences.

The components of this kit can create a 
captivating unit around the theme.  The 
main resource for the teacher is the El 
espacio Teacher’s Guide.  In it, teachers 
can � nd quick and 
easy lessons in the 
following areas: 
literacy, phonemic 
awareness and 
phonics, math, 

social studies, science, music and 
movement, and art.  Within each section 
are � ve lesson plans.  The Menu of 
Lesson Choices on pages 36–37 provides 
a quick overview of the contents of the 
lessons.  Each lesson provides details on 
the materials needed and procedures of 
the lesson. 

The eight vocabulary concept cards are 
core to many of the lessons.  These cards 
provide clear and detailed photographs 
showing facts about our solar system 
and its planets.  They are bright and 
colorful and give the children images to 
which they can relate concepts about 
space as they are being discussed 
throughout the unit.  The backs of the 
cards include activities that teachers 
can use for activating prior knowledge, 
developing phonemic awareness and 
phonics, and building knowledge and 
comprehension.

#15155

estrellas

Hay muchas estrellas 
en el cielo.

#15155

Este cohete está despegando.

cohetecohetecohetecohete

Este cohete está despegando.

#15155

Tierra

Nosotros vivimos en el 
planeta Tierra.

#15155

cometa

Un cometa vuela por el cielo. 

estrellasestrellas
#15155

astronauta

Un astronauta trabaja 
en el espacio.

cohetecohetecohetecohetecohetecohete

astronautaastronauta

#15155

planeta

Un planeta viaja alrededor 

del sol. 

TierraTierra
#15155

luna

Yo veo la luna.

cometacometa
#15155

solsol

El sol es caliente y brillante.
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Introduction (cont.)

The three books included in this kit 
provide the literature foundation for 
the theme.  The concept book, Hacia el 
espacio, is used to introduce the unit 
and provide pictorial support for the 
children’s understanding of objects 
related to space.  A wordless photo 
book, El espacio, helps develop the 
children’s oral language as they discuss 
and create a story that shows events 
revovling around space.  A book created 
around the traditional song, “Oh, Mr. 
Sun” provides a beautifully illustrated 
way for the children to access and read 
print.

Each of these books is also provided as 
an enlarged “lap size” book for teacher 
read-aloud as children gather around for 
storytime and other learning activities.

The Audio CD included in the kit 
provides audio of the theme-related 
songs (pages 76–81), both as 
instrumentals and with vocals, and audio 
of the concept book Hacia el espacio and 
the traditional song book Amigo Sol.

The Digital Resource CD included in the 
back of this Teacher’s Guide provides a 
variety of features to supplement the 
lessons: all patterns from this Teacher’s 
Guide (pages 82–104) in both color 
and black and white; the vocabulary 
word cards from this Teacher’s Guide 
(pages 105–106) in both color and black 
and white; each of the books in this kit 
in electronic format with page-turning 
capabilities; each of the books in this 
kit in pdf format; additional resources 
from this Teacher’s Guide; video clips to 
support the kit content and vocabulary; 
and interactive whiteboard activities 
to support the lessons.  Complete 
descriptions of the contents of the CDs, 
as well as instructions for their use, can 
be found on pages 109–122.

Canción tradicional ilustrada 

por Janelle Bell-Martin

Stephanie Reid

Canción tradicional ilustrada

por Janelle Bell-Martin

Dona Herweck RiceDona Herweck Rice

For use 
with either 

Macintosh ® 

or Windows ® 

TCM 15157

Audio CD—Spanish

This CD contains music and audio files.

© 2013 Teacher Created Materials

For use 
with either 
Macintosh® 

or Windows® 

TCM 15157

Audio CD—Spanish
This CD contains music and audio files.

© 2013 Teacher Created Materials
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	1	 Prior to teaching this lesson, 
make several copies of the Rocket 
Pattern Cards.  

	2	 Gather children together on the rug 
or in their chairs.  

	3	 Introduce the cohete vocabulary 
concept card.  Discuss the picture 
on the card.  Allow children to share 
what they already know about 
rockets.  Point out the colors on the 
rocket.  Explain that they will have 
an opportunity to color their own 
rockets and make a pattern.  

	4	 Explain that a pattern repeats and can 
help us decide what comes next.   

	5	 Model an AB pattern with the Rocket 
Pattern Card by choosing two crayons 
and coloring alternating rockets. 

	6	Provide children with crayons and 
Rocket Pattern Cards.  Give them time 
to color their patterns.  When children 
are finished, ask them to “read” their 
pattern aloud by saying the colors of 
the rockets.   

What Comes Next?
	 •	 cohete vocabulary 

concept card 
	 •	 Rocket Pattern Cards  

(p. 93) 
	 •	 crayons

Extension
Give each child two 
different‑color counters 
or small pieces of colored 
paper.  Have them make 
a pattern, using the 
manipulatives.  Depending 
upon children’s abilities, 
demonstrate an AABB pattern.

Procedure

54	 #15156—El espacio	 © Teacher Created Materials
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Connecting Pieces:
Activating Prior Knowledge

Building Blocks:
Phonemic Awareness

New Ideas:
Building Knowledge and Comprehension

  Display the front of the card.  Ask children to talk about where a rocket can go.  Lead 
children to the idea that rockets take astronauts into space.  Read the sentence on the card.    
Tell children that many rockets have gone into space.  Explain that a rocket must have a lot 
of power when it leaves the ground to make it into space.  

 • Prior to showing children the front of the 
card, explain that a vehicle is an object that 
transports things and people.  Give children 
clues about the rocket on the card.  For 
example, tell children that this vehicle travels 
up, goes into space, and travels very fast.  
Explain it is similar to a plane, but can go 
much higher and faster.  Encourage children 
to guess what vehicle you are describing.  
Then show them the front of the card.

 • Ask children to describe the rocket in the 
picture.  Compare and contrast rockets and 
airplanes.  On a sheet of chart paper, list things 
rockets and airplanes have in common.  Ask 
children to explain how rockets and airplanes 
move.  Then list how they are diff erent, such as 
rockets go into space and airplanes do not.

  Note: You may wish to introduce children 
to the Venn Diagram graphic organizer for 
this step.

• Show children the sentence on the front of 
the card.  Point to each word as you read 
the sentence.  Point to the word cohete and 
read it aloud.  Have children read the word 
as you point to it.  Point to the letter e.  Ask 
children to name the letter.  Ask children to 
name the sound the letter e makes. 

 • Have children practice making the /e/ 
sound.  Name other words that have the 
/e/ sound for children.  Have children 
repeat each word.  You may wish to use the 
following words:

escuela edad
elefante estrella
esquina evento

i29778-i29785_15155_ECT_ElEspacio_AC.indd   14i29778-i29785_15155_ECT_ElEspacio_AC.indd   14 11/19/20   2:00 PM11/19/20   2:00 PM



Space Songs (cont.)

Sueño espacial
(Cantado con la melodía de “Animal Fair” 

Letra de Evelyn Garcia

(Haga que los niños canten esta canción mientras están recostados en la 
alfombra y cierren los ojos como si estuvieran soñando.  Los últimos cuatro 
versos estarán acompañados de diferentes movimientos).

Soñé con el espacio estelar.
Me sentía en otro lugar.
Las estrellas crucé.
Hasta Marte llegué.
¡Imagina mi cara al bajar!
Si hubieras mirado ese sol.
De seguro pesaba un montón.
En mi cama giré.  (Los niños dan una vuelta).

Mi cabeza golpeé.  (Se golpean la cabeza).

Y todo el espacio se fue,  (Comienzan a pararse).

se fue, se fue, se fue, se fue…  (Se paran derechos).

78	 #15156—El espacio	 © Teacher Created Materials



Use this pattern with the lesson on page 54.

Rocket Pattern Cards
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2

Hola digo al sol.

3



4

Hola a las estrellas.

5



6

Júpiter y Marte, 
¡qué cosas tan bellas! 

7



8

Hola a los cometas,

9



10

la luna y el cielo.

11



12

Hola a los planetas.
¡Pronto nos vemos!

13



14

“Hola”, te saludo. 
¡Mírame, aquí estoy!

15



16

Rumbo hacia el espacio 
con mi cohete voy.

Para el maestro o padre
Este libro le permite tener una experiencia maravillosa 

con niños que apenas están aprendiendo a leer.  La fuerte 
conexión entre imágenes y palabras ayuda a los lectores a 
comprender el contenido.  Los lectores también podrán hacer 
predicciones acerca del texto basándose en las imágenes y 
la estructura general del libro.  ¡Este libro es una excelente 
herramienta para fortalecer la confianza que los lectores 
nuevos necesitan para embarcarse en las aventuras que les 
esperan mientras leen!

Para ampliar esta experiencia mientras leen, realice una o 
más de las siguientes actividades:

 1. Conversen acerca de las salidas y puestas del sol.  Si 
es posible, vean una puesta del sol.  Anime al niño a 
dibujar la puesta del sol usando los mismos colores que 
haya observado.  

 2. Conversen acerca de las fases de la luna.  Utilicen 
Internet, libros u otros recursos para hacer un bosquejo 
de la forma de la luna en cada una de las cuatro fases.  
Haga que el niño doble una hoja de papel en cuatro 
cuadros y dibuje una fase de la luna en cada uno de 
ellos.  Conversen acerca de las diferencias entre cada 
una de las cuatro fases.  

 3. Visiten un observatorio local para aprender 
más sobre el espacio.  

 4. Pídale al niño que haga un dibujo de sí 
mismo a bordo de un cohete que viaja 
hacia el espacio.  Conversen acerca de 
qué tipo de objetos empacaría para 
llevar consigo en el cohete.

 5. Después de leer, haga que el niño vuelva 
al libro una y otra vez.  Releer es una 
herramienta excelente para fortalecer  
las habilidades de alfabetización.




