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Introduction

How to Use This Product
With its authentically re-created primary source documents, captivating photographs, and concise, 
easy‑to‑follow lessons, the Primary Sources series allows teachers and students to expand their study of 
history beyond the textbook and classroom.  The resources included in this series assist busy teachers in 
presenting innovative primary source lessons that meet both McREL content standards and the recently 
revised standards for the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS 2010). 

The contents of this kit provide teachers with all they need to accomplish the lessons without additional 
research or planning.  Teachers have the photographs and documents at their fingertips.  Activities are 
varied, interesting, challenging, and engaging.

By participating in the lessons provided in this kit, students will:
	 •	 articulate their observations.

	 •	 analyze what they see.

	 •	 improve their vocabularies.

	 •	 build literacy skills.

	 •	 strengthen critical-thinking skills.

	 •	 be prompted by visual clues.

	 •	 compare their assumptions against those of others.

	 •	 expand their appreciation for other time periods.

By presenting the lessons in this book, teachers will:
	 •	 improve students’ test scores and test-taking skills.

	 •	 meet curriculum standards.

	 •	 create a learning environment that extends beyond the classroom.

	 •	 encourage students to take an active role in learning.

	 •	 develop critical-thinking skills in students.

Teacher’s Guide
The Teacher’s Guide includes the following:

	 •	 8 photograph card lessons

	 •	 8 primary source lessons 

	 •	 standards and objectives 

	 •	 materials lists  

	 •	 discussion questions  

	 •	 extension and challenge activities  

	 •	 historical background information  

	 •	 reproducible student activity sheets  

	 •	 12 document-based assessments 

	 •	 document-based question task 

	 •	 student glossary  

	 •	 suggested literature and websites
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Historical Background InformationAfter the American Revolution ended in 1783, Great Britain still controlled Canada.  
They had many military forts scattered around the Great Lakes.  Some of the forts 
were on Canadian soil.  However, some British forts remained on United States soil.  
Great Britain refused to give these up.  These forts were not just military bases.  They 
were also important centers of trade with American Indians.Before the war, Great Britain had made treaties with the American Indians promising 
them land.  After the war, the American Indians wanted the United States to honor 
those treaties.  The American settlers, however, were hungry for land.  They poured 
into Indian Territory and established towns.  This made American Indians angry.  They 
turned to the British for help again.
The British acted as if they were sympathetic, but they also had personal reasons for 
helping them.  They wanted their fur trade in these territories to make money.  To do 
this, the settlement in those territories had to be kept at a minimum.  So, the British 
traded guns and ammunition for muskrat and beaver furs.  They knew the American 
Indians would use these guns against the American settlers.Friction between the United States and Great Britain grew.  Britain seized American 
ships and made the sailors serve in their war against France.  President George 
Washington did not want another war.  So he sent John Jay to England to negotiate a 
treaty.  The Jay Treaty gave Americans the ability to trade with British colonies in the 
West Indies.  But Americans were limited in how much cotton they could export.  In 
return, the British had to abandon their forts on United States soil.  Americans could 
also claim damages for the ship seizures.
The treaty caused problems between two political groups in the United States.  
One group was the Democratic-Republicans, which had views different from 
those of Republicans today.  They are also called Jeffersonians or Republicans.  
The Democratic-Republicans were against the treaty because they did not want 
close economic ties with Great Britain.  Britain and France were in a war, and the 
Democratic-Republicans preferred to support the French.  The Federalists, on the 
other hand, believed the Jay Treaty was the best they could hope for in a treaty with 
Great Britain.  Fierce debates and protests took place.  Democratic-Republicans 
made effigies (EF-uh-geez), or dummy dolls, of John Jay.  They burned these effigies 
in protest.  In the end, President Washington supported the Jay Treaty, and so did 
two-thirds of Congress.  It was signed in 1794 and was ratified one year later.

Activities Using Photographs 

John Jay’s EffigyJohn Jay Takes the Heat (cont.)
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Activities Using Photographs 

John Jay’s Effigy

John Jay Takes the Heat

Standard/Objective

	 •	 Students will understand the War of 1812. (McREL)

	 •	 Students will demonstrate understanding by creating life-size effigies and using them in skits to 

show the Federalists’ viewpoint regarding the Jay Treaty.

Materials

Copies of both sides of the John Jay’s Effigy photograph card; Copies of the Historical Background 

Information (page 28); Old pillowcases, trousers, and sweaters; Newspaper; Rubber bands; For optional 

use, copies of the Student Glossary (page 89)

Discussion Questions

	 •	 Describe	the	different
	emotions	you	see	in	thi

s	picture.

	 •	 Who	is	the	most	important	person	in	the
	picture?		Explain	yo

ur	answer.

	 •	 What	do	you	think	this
	person	did	to	deserv

e	this	punishment?

	 •	 In	what	ways	is	this	type	of	pr
otest	effective?

	 •	 How	do	you	think	John	J
ay	felt	about	this?

Using the Primary Source

As you display the photograph card to students, cover up the image of the man (John Jay) being 

burned at the stake.  Ask students what they think is being burned.  Reveal the entire photograph 

card	to	students.		Distribute	copies	of	th
e	John Jay’s Effigy photograph card to students or project the 

photograph card so that the class can easily view it.  Ask the first three discussion questions above.  

Read the Historical Background Information (page 28) to the class.  For reference, there is a Student 

Glossary available on page 89.

Explain	that	the	Americans	were	not	new	to	using	effigies	as	
a	form	of	protest.		During	the	American	

Revolution, colonists protested the Stamp Act by hanging or burning effigies of stamp collectors.  

Effigies are still used today in protests.  Ask students the remaining two discussion questions 

listed above.

Then,	ask	students	t
o	visualize	the	Fede

ralists	protesting	aga
inst	the	Democratic-Republicans’

	position.		

What	effigies	would	they	create?		If
	these	effigies	could

	talk,	what	would	they	say	about	
their	positions	

and	their	creators’	p
ositions?		In	groups,

	have	students	create
	life-size	effigies	usi

ng	old	clothing	stuff
ed	

with newspaper and tied off with rubber bands.  The heads can be made out of pillowcases.  Once 

complete, ask the students to perform short skits that answer the questions in this paragraph.

As a final activity, have students complete various activities from the back of the photograph card.

Extension Idea

Have	students	create	a
	time	line	that	shows	the	uses	of	effigies

	as	a	form	of	protest	in	history
.
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Introduction

How to Use This Product (cont.)

Photograph Cards
The photograph cards provide captivating images 
along with background information and activities for 
teacher and student use.  The lesson plans do not refer 
to each of the sections on the back of the photograph 
card.  These activities can be used by teachers in 
a way that best suits the classroom needs (group 
work, individual work, learning center, etc.).  Each 
photograph card includes:

	 •	 a primary source image

	 •	 historical background information

	 •	 revised Bloom’s taxonomy questions designed to 
help students analyze what they see and learn

	 •	 historical writing prompts (fiction and nonfiction)

	 •	 a history challenge featuring an engaging and 
challenging student activity 

Primary Source Documents
Facsimiles of primary source documents are  
provided in both an authentic-looking format and  
in digital format on the Digital Resource CD.   
The documents come in varying sizes.  

Digital Resource CD
The Digital Resource CD contains the following:

	 •	 digital copies (both in PDF and JPEG formats)  
of photographs and primary sources

	 •	 additional photographs and primary sources to 
support and enrich the lessons 

	 •	 student reproducibles

	 •	 student glossary

	 •	 detailed listing of original location of photographs 
and primary sources

	 •	 document-based assessment rubric example

	 •	 hyperlinks for suggested useful websites

See pages 101–102 for more detailed information about the contents of the Digital Resource CD. 
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John Jay’s Effigy

Historical Background Information

President Washington did not want another war with Great Britain.  Tensions were mounting, so he 

sent John Jay to Great Britain to negotiate a treaty.  The Federalists were satisfied with the treaty.  They 

wanted stronger economic ties with Great Britain.  The Democratic-Republicans were against the treaty.  

They wanted stronger ties with France instead.  The Jay Treaty widened the gap between these two 

political parties.  Eventually, this division was one factor that led to the War of 1812.

Analyzing History

Remembering

Why did the Democratic-Republicans use John Jay’s effigy 

as a form of protest?  Write the message they were trying to 

send Federalists.

Understanding

What would John Jay’s effigy say to these protestors if he 

could talk?

Applying

If you were a Democratic-Republican, how else could you 

have protested the Jay Treaty?  Give at least two ways you 

would protest with an explanation of why those ways would 

work.

Analyzing

Why would people use effigies to protest situations today?  

How does this apply to the Jay Treaty event from history?

Evaluating

Was the Jay Treaty a necessary step to avoid war sooner 

rather than later?  Describe your position in a letter to 

President George Washington.

Creating
Can you predict the chain of events that might have 

occurred if the Jay Treaty had never been negotiated?  

Create a timeline with between five and eight events.

Historical Writing

Fiction
Write a one-page movie script of the 

events shown in the picture.

Nonfiction

Are you for or against using effigies in 

protest?  Write a one-page persuasive 

essay that gives your reasons.

History Challenge

John Jay was the negotiator, but who 

wrote most of the Jay Treaty?
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Activities Using Primary Sources	 The Battle of the Horse Shoe Map

How to Capture an Enemy
Standard/Objective
	 •	 Students will understand the War of 1812. (McREL)

	 •	 Students will demonstrate understanding by using a map to plan troop movements to capture 
an enemy.

Materials
copies of the facsimile The Battle of the Horse Shoe Map; copies of the historical background 
information (page 60); copies of the Planning an Attack activity sheet (page 61); for optional use, 
copies of The Battle of the Horse Shoe Map (page 62); for optional use, copies of the student glossary 
(page 89)

Discussion Questions
	 •	 What kinds of geographic features do you see on this map?

	 •	 Who is surrounded on this map?  How do you know?

	 •	 What would you have done if you had been the American Indians?

	 •	 How might the American Indians have kept this from happening?

Using the Primary Source
Begin the lesson by distributing copies of the Planning an Attack activity sheet (page 61).  Have 
students decide if they will be a U. S. general or a leader for the Red Sticks.  Then have them plan an 
attack on their enemy.  Students should draw their positions on this map and show how their men will 
move to capture their enemy.  Have students put these papers aside for a few minutes.

Display the facsimile The Battle of the Horse Shoe Map and ask the discussion questions above.  
You may wish to provide students with copies of The Battle of the Horse Shoe Map (page 62), as 
well.  Distribute copies of the historical background information (page 60) and have students read it 
independently.  For reference, there is a student glossary (page 89).

As a final activity, have students share their planned attacks with the class.  How well would their plans 
have worked?  What problems can they identify?  Encourage students to share their ideas.

Extension Idea
Challenge students to find out more about the Creek Indians.  What were their customs?  When did the 
split begin between the Red Sticks and White Sticks?  Are there any still living today?  Have students 
present their ideas in a podcast.  
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Historical Background Information

The first battle of 1814 pitted the Americans against the Creeks .  The Creeks’ territory 
was located in Alabama and Georgia .  The Red Sticks were one of the groups in 
the Creek confederacy .  They did not like American settlers taking away their land, 
and they were willing to fight to defend it .  The White Sticks were another group of 
Creeks .  They lived and farmed like the white settlers .  They wanted to live in peace 
with the white settlers instead of fighting with them .

In the summer of 1813, the Red Sticks attacked an American post called Fort Mims .  
About 250 Americans died in the attack .  Some of these were women and children .  
News of the massacre scared many American settlers around the country .  A few 
states sent their militiamen to punish the Creeks .  Major General Andrew Jackson 
commanded the troops from Tennessee .  His troops attacked the Creeks at several 
locations before winter .

By 1814, about 4,000 Americans were gathered to fight under Jackson .  The White 
Sticks fought with him against hostile American Indian tribes .  They learned that 
a group of Red Sticks had made camp at Horseshoe Bend in Alabama .  Horseshoe 
Bend was on a peninsula (puh-NIN-suh-luh) .  The Tallapoosa (tal-uh-POOH-suh) 
River surrounded it .  The Red Sticks left their canoes on the riverbank .  They wanted 
to be ready in case they had to make a quick escape .  The White Sticks fighting with 
Jackson stole the Red Sticks’ canoes .  Jackson sent some of his troops to the rear of 
the camp .  The rest of his troops stayed at the front of the camp .

On March 27, Jackson gave the order to attack .  The Red Sticks knew they were 
surrounded .  And, they quickly learned they could not escape in their canoes . Many 
Red Sticks fought to their deaths .  In all, 800 Red Sticks died, including women and 
children .  Only a handful of Red Sticks survived .

This battle ended the Creek War .  Even though the White Sticks had helped the 
Americans win, Jackson forced them to sign a peace treaty with the United States .  
About half of the White Sticks’ land, or about 20 million acres, was taken away .  
The remaining Red Sticks had no claim to land .  They fled to Florida where Spain 
controlled the land .

Activities Using Primary Sources The Battle of the Horse Shoe Map

How to Capture an Enemy (cont.)
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Activities Using Primary Sources	 The Battle of the Horse Shoe Map

Name ________________________________________ 	 Date________________________________

Planning an Attack
Historical Background Information
A group of Red Sticks had made camp at Horseshoe Bend in Alabama.  On March 27, 1814, General 
Jackson gave the command to fight.  The Red Sticks fought to their deaths.  In all, 800 Red Sticks died, 
including women and children.

Activity
Directions: Imagine you are either a general with the U. S. Army or a leader of the Red Sticks.  Use 
the map below to plan an attack on your enemy.  Show where you will place your men and where you 
will have them move to capture the enemy.  Use the geographical features to your advantage.  On a 
separate sheet of paper, write instructions telling how your attack will take place.   Include reasons for 
the location and movements of your men.

Challenge
Find out more about what instigated the Red Stick attack at Fort Sims.
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Activities Using Primary Sources The Battle of the Horse Shoe Map

The Battle of the Horse Shoe Map
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