Authors

Timothy Rasinski, Ph.D., Nancy Padak, Ed.D.,
Rick M. Newton, Ph.D., and Evangeline Newton, Ph.D.
Foreword by Karen Bromley, Ph.D.

&
S5 SHELL EDUCATION



Table of Contents

Foreword. . . ... ... . 7
Introduction . . . ... ... . . . 9

Chapter 1: Teaching Vocabulary:

What Does the Research Say? ...................... 11
Importance of Vocabulary in Literacy Development . . . .. 13
The “Roots Advantage” . ........ ... ... ... ....... 16
Five Principles for Word Learning. .................. 18
Vocabulary Development for English Language Learners. .22
Chapter 2: A Root Awakening. . ....................... 25
WhatIsaRoot?. ... 25
Why Teach Roots?. . ... 28
Increasing Word Awareness. .............. ... .. 30
The Three Kinds of Roots . .. .......... ... .. ... ... 32
What DoesaBase Do?. . ... 33
What Does a Prefix Do? ........ ... .. ... ... .. 34
What Does a Suffix Do? ........ ... .. .. .. ... 36
Chapter 3: Planning Vocabulary Instruction . .. .......... 39
Instructional Planning: The Basics. . ........... ... .. 39
Recommendations for Instructional Routines .. ........ 41
Differentiating Instruction. . ...... ... ... ... ...... 46
Vocabulary Assessment. . ........... ... ... . 49
Chapter 4: Getting into Words: A Developmental
Look at Vocabulary Instruction . .. .................. 53
Compound Words. .. ... 54
Negating Words with Prefixes . .................. ... 57
Some Directional Prefixes .. ......... ... .. ... ..... 58
Word Composition . ..., 59
What Are Students Learning?. . .. ................... 60
Some Easy Suffixes. . . ...... .. ..o i 61
Back to “Basics”. ... ... 64

© Shell Education #50472—Greek and Latin Roots



“Metaphors Be with You”:

Helping Students with Figurative Meaning . ......... 65

A Coherent Pedagogy. .. .......... ... ... . oLl 70

Chapter 5: Vocabulary Practice Activities. . .............. 75
Word Spokes .. ... .. 77
OddWord Out. . ..o i 79
Word Theater . ... 81
Wordo . .o 83
20 QUESTIONS v v v vttt e et e 84
Root Word Riddles . . ......... ... ... . ... ...... 86
Card Games. . . . oottt 87
Word Puzzles. . ... .. 90
Cloze ... 90
Scattergories .......... ... 92
Word Sorts ..o 94

Chapter 6: From the Classroom: Roots in Action ......... 97
Rootofthe Week. ...... ... ... .. .. .. 97
Root Word of the Day. .......... ... ... ... ... .. 99
Realia and Children’s Literature. . .................. 100
Writing an Exciting Story ........... ... ... .. .. 101
RootsDay ....... ... .. i 103
Cognate Connections. .. .......... ..., 106

Chapter 7: Flexing with Word Parts: Some Strategies . . . . . 109
Word Comprehension:

Start with the Base, Not with the Prefix............ 110
Multiple Forms of Bases: Look for Core Meaning. . . . . . 114
Double Consonants Within a Word:

Teaching Assimilation ......................... 116
Make Itas Easyas 1-2-3. . ....... ... ... ... . .... 120
How to Divide and Conquer Words with Two Prefixes .124

Chapter 8: Digging into Dictionaries . . ................ 127
Exploring Etymology . . ........ ... . ... o ... 127
Choosing and Using Dictionaries .................. 135

Chapter 9: A Brief History of English. . ................ 141
The Romano-Celtic Period: 55 B.c.—o.D. 410 ......... 143

#50472—Greek and Latin Roots © Shell Education



Old English: 450-1066 . ......... ... ... ........ 146

Middle English: 10661500 ...................... 149
Modern English: 1550—present .................... 152
The New World: English on the Move .. ............ 155
Conclusion: Learning English Today—
The Lessons of History. . ......... ... .. .. .. .. 156
Appendices . .. ... ... 159
Appendix A: Resources for Students ................ 159
Appendix B: Resources for Teachers ................ 163
Appendix C: Commonly Taught Roots. ............. 173
Appendix D: Beyond Latin and Greek. .............. 189
Appendix E: Professional Development Ideas ......... 193
Glossary . ... ... 199
References Cited. . . ........ ... ... ... ... ... ..... 201

© Shell Education #50472—Greek and Latin Roots



Tntroduction

Near the end of each calendar year, Time magazine has an issue
of “10 bests"—news stories, photographs, books, movies, and so
on. According to the article written by Gilbert Cruz, one of the
“10 Best Buzzwords of 2007 was locavore (LO-kuh-vor).

What do you think a locavore* is? What clues are you using to
figure it out?

Most teachers we know find these word puzzles intriguing. We
recognize that our language is constantly changing. We spend at
least some time thinking about words—which words to teach; how
best to teach them; how to assess students’ word knowledge; and
the relationship between word learning, reading comprehension,
and content learning.

It has become increasingly clear in the past couple of decades
that a focus on vocabulary has the potential to support much of
the other learning students do in school. Yet teachers’ questions
about how to develop an effective vocabulary program abound.
We have all experienced the dreaded vocabulary list approach,
complete with writing and memorizing (only to quickly forget)
dictionary definitions. We know that this approach doesn’t work,
but what does?

This is why we wrote this book. In it, you will find research-
based practices that can help your students develop their
vocabularies.  Throughout, we emphasize using word roots
(prefixes, suffixes, bases) as an efficient and effective way to
build vocabulary. Our instructional series Building Vocabulary
from Word Roots details year-long word-learning routines for
students. In this book, we elaborate on the research and
expert opinions supporting this approach to word learning and
develop the rationale for focusing on roots in your vocabulary
program. This book also provides guidelines for developing
models and strategies for vocabulary instruction from a roots
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perspective, including sample practice activities and stories
from teachers who are finding success with this approach to
word learning. We also present tips for enhancing your use
of a dictionary in the classroom, a brief history of the English
language, and an appendix with resources for further learning.
Also included in the appendices is a list of commonly taught
roots, a list of words with origins in other parts of the world, and
suggestions for professional development.

At the conclusion of each chapter, we suggest that you reflect
on what you have learned and make notes for your own reference.
If you are reading this book with colleagues, you may also want to
make note of items for discussion with others.

If you are using Building Vocabulary from Word Roots in
your classroom, this book will provide you with rationales and
adaptations that you and your students may find beneficial. If
you are using another vocabulary series (or none at all), this book
will provide a background against which you can evaluate your
current program or develop a new one. Happy reading!

Timothy Rasinski, Nancy Padak, Evangeline Newton,
and Rick M. Newton

*locavore (n.)—a person who tries to eat only foods that are harvested
locally
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Teaching Vocabulary: What
Does the Research Say?

Have you ever visited the National World War II Museum in
New Orleans? It is a fascinating place. Among the documents
available for viewing is the first draft of President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s famous speech that begins, “Yesterday, December 7,
1941—a date which will live in infamy....” These powerful words
helped the nation prepare for war. But they were not the first
words FDR wrote. The first draft of the beginning of the speech
reads, “a date which will live in world history.” Which do you
think is more memorable, “infamy” or “world history”?

Word choice really does make a difference. Samuel Clemens
(Mark Twain) once observed that “the difference between the
almost right word and the right word is really a large matter—it’s
the difference between the lightning bug and the lightning.” This
book is all about helping students find the right word.

As every teacher knows, this is no small task. The English
language has between 1,200,000 and 2,000,000 words! And
every year, technological advances bring us new modes of
communication—and new words. One estimate is that technology
is contributing about 20,000 words per year to our language.
How can we—and our students—ever catch up? Luckily, there
is a way.

Consider this: 90 percent of English words with more
than one syllable are Latin based. Most of the remaining 10
percent are Greek based. A single Latin root generates 5-20
English words.
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